
First Steps with your

Target Age Group: Preschool and School age individuals

Ability Level: Transitional

Lesson Plans Designed to Support Communication with your DynaVox Compass.



Activity: Asking Wh- Questions

Communication 
Tool(s):

QuickPhrases (Questions)

Location: Toolbar > QuickPhrases > Questions tab   

Press Snack > ? > ?YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“All done. What’s Next?”

Go to the next friend, and stop.  Pause.  Wait to see if the natural cue of a waiting friend will be 

enough to prompt them to ask "What's next?"  If not, gently tap their communication device, 

and provide an auditory cue so they will attend to their AAC device.  Stop. See if they will select 

"What's next?" on their own.    

Create a communication opportunity, and make sure you talk to some friends before you do this 

activity. Select "What’s next." Speak along side their communication device. Go slow. Take 

your time. Prompt the friend to answer “I don’t know” when they are asked "What’s Next?" 

Create opportunities to communicate. Create opportunities for success.

“They don’t know what’s next, let’s ask someone else.”

Select QuickPhrases > Questions tab 

“What’s next?  Let's ask our friend.”

“No one knows. Let’s ask Teacher.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

TRANSITIONAL

If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue to remind them they need to do something. 

Wait. See if they will do it on their own. If not, tell them they need to press “What’s next?” Give 

them a verbal cue so they know what to do. Pause. See if they will do it on their own. If not, take 

their hand and do it together. 

Go to the teacher.  Pause.  Wait to se if the natural cue of a waiting in front of the teacher 

will be enough to prompt them to ask "What's next?"  

“What’s next?”

“Oh. It’s time for snack. Let’s go to snack.”

CHILD SAYS:

TEACHER SAYS:



Activity: On the Playground

Communication 
Tool(s):

Topic Messages, Topic Words

Location: NavBar  > Recess  > Games Topic Messages

Select Recess  > Games HotSpot 

If your student is familiar with using an AAC device, you can begin to help them become more 
independent in their navigation.  Use a small lash light and shine a light on the button or symbol 

they need to select to navigate to the right page. You only shine the light, don’t say anything, let 
them ind their way while you provide a visual support.

Select “Play with me?” and parallel talk while you are using their device. You point out and 

select the picture symbols on their DynaVox Compass software at the same time with what you 

are saying.  It’s based on the idea that the input method should match the desired output of 

what you want your student to produce with their AAC device.  

Select “I’ll pick.” 

Go slow. Make sure they are visually “tracking” your hand. They will learn by observing how 
YOU use their communication device. Wait. See if they will select “I’ll pick” on their own. 

Go slow and select “That’s cool." Wait to see if they will follow your lead. If not, gently tap their 
communication device, provide them an auditory cue to attend to their DynaVox Compass 

software. See if they will press “That’s cool” on their own. If not, gently tap their arm. Give them 

a physical cue to remind them that they need to do something. Wait. See if they will select it on 

their own. If not, give them a verbal cue and tell them they need to “press That’s cool." 

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

 “Do you want to play with me?” 

 “I want to pick the game.” 

TRANSITIONAL

“It’s time to go outside and play. Let’s ask a friend to play with us.”

 “That’s cool.” 

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

PART ONE:

Do this activity several more times as you interact with other classmates.  The more you repeat 

the activity, the less you will have to model the inteaction for your student.   
YOU DO:

Creating more opportunites to foster their independent commmunication.  



Selects “That’s cool!”

Your student shows excitement at this choice. They may say “yes” or they may indicate their 
favorite choice by using a sign or gesture.     

CHILD DOES:

CHILD DOES:

TRANSITIONAL
PART TWO:

Select Topic Words > Press Games

We don’t expect independent use of words as they are first introduced.  However, at this level, 

we do want to expose the DynaVox Compass user to the concept of individual words, and their 

use in message construction. At the start, they will learn as they watch you use the individual 

words to communicate.  

Press “Duck Duck Goose”, “Follow the Leader,”, “Hide and Seek” 

Give them the choices one more time, nice and slow, so they know what they can play.

At the same time, select “duck duck goose” and wait for a response. If no response from your 

student, move on to the next choice

Press Follow the Leader and wait for a response. Move on to next choice if no response from 

your student

At the same time, select "Hide and Seek" and watch for a response from your student

“Great! What should we play?”

“Ok, we can play, Duck Duck Goose, or Follow the Leader, or Hide and Seek.”

Duck Duck Goose

“Follow the Leader”

“Ok. Great. I think you want to play Hide and Seek. Before we begin, why don’t you tell me 
just one more time, to make sure I have it right. 

Hide and Seek”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:



“Hide and Seek”

Selects “Hide and Seek”CHILD DOES:

CHILD SAYS:

TRANSITIONAL

Wait to see if they will select "Hide and Seek" on their own.  If not, gently tap their communication 

device, provide them an auditory cue to attend to their DynaVox Compass. See if they will press 
“Hide and Seek” on their own. 

If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue to remind them that they need to do 

something. Wait. See if they will select it on their own. If not, give them a verbal cue and tell them 
they need to “press Hide and Seek."

YOU DO:



Activity: Snack Time

Communication 
Tool(s):

Core (“want + multiple words”)

Location: Toolbar > Core  

Select Core (from Navigation ToolBar) 

In this lesson plan we are going to explore Core vocabulary. We will start slow and build on their 

knowledge and use of words. At the start we don’t expect independent use of Core, but we do 

expect a communicator at this level to be interested in exploring words at the message level.

Press “want” in the core vocabulary at the same time you are saying “I want a snack”. It’s OK to 

repeat this several times. In fact, it’s a great idea to repeat this several times, repetition of a desired 

skill is an excellent teaching activity.

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

Press “want” at the same time you are saying “I want a cracker”. Repeat it another time. 

See if your student will imitate you by pressing “want” on their own. If not, let’s help them 

become more independent in the use of their DynaVox Compass. 

But before we do that, share a little snack together.  But only a little. Let’s not finish all the 

snack at one time. Use this activity to create multiple  communication opportunities by 

providing only a little snack each time.

“Ok great! Let’s get you some snack!”

“I’m still hungry. I want a cracker.” 

“I WANT a snack.”

“I WANT a cracker.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

TRANSITIONAL

You problably know their favorite snack, so start with something they like.YOU DO:



“Want.”

Press WantCHILD DOES:

CHILD SAYS:

“We’ve had a lot of crackers, I think it’s time we have a drink of juice.

“I want more juice.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

Press “want” at the same time you are saying “I want cracker”. You can do this several times. 
See if your student will press “want” on their own. If not, gently tap their communication device 

and provide them an auditory cue to attend to their AAC device. Stop. See if they will select 
“want” on their own. If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue to remind them they 

need to do something. Wait. See if they will do it on their own. If not, give them a verbal cue 
and tell them they need to “press want.”  

Select Core (from Toolbar)

Let’s now add one more step, and expand our utterance to 2 words. Creating the expectation that we 

want them to make a longer sentence.  

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

Press “want more” at the same time you are saying “I want more juice”. Give them several 

opportunities to see you model a 2 symbol combination. Repeat this several times. Remember 

to give them some juice. They are working very hard!

YOU DO:

Give your student a small drink of juice. Let’s create opportunities to communicate by giving 

them just enough juice to quench their thirst, but only a little, so they want to ask for more juice.

TRANSITIONAL

YOU SAY:

Press “want more” at the same time you are saying “I want more cracker”. Repeat it another 
time. See if your student will imitate you by pressing “want more” on their own. If not, let’s 

help them become more independent in the use of their communication device.

YOU DO:

“I think we had enough juice, I want more crackers.”  

PART TWO:

YOU DO:

You can choose a different snack if that would be more motivating for your student.



“Want more.”

Press Want moreCHILD DOES:

CHILD SAYS:

“I want more cracker.”YOU SAY:

Repeat this activity by expanding the utterance to 3 word productions. “I want more”.  Core plus Topic 
Words provide endless amount of activities to produce multi-symbol productions.

Press “want more” at the same time you are saying “I want more cracker”. You can do this 

several times. See if your student will press “want more” on their own. If not, gently tap their 

communication device and provide them an auditory cue to attend to their AAC device. Stop. 

See if they will do it on their own. If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue to remind 

them they need to do something. Wait. See if they will do it on their own. If not, give them a 

verbal cue and tell them they need to “press want more”. Pause. See if they will do it on their 

own. If not, take their hand and do it together.

YOU DO:

TRANSITIONAL



Activity: Calling out to Mom (or other)

Communication 
Tool(s):

QuickFires / Word Lists (Family) / Keyboard

Location: Toolbar > QuickFires  

Select QuickFires (Toolbar)

Press "Mom."

Go slow.  make sure they are watching you.  Press "Mom."  Take your time. They will learn 

by observing how YOU use their communication device. 

For improved motivation use the built in camera to replace the line drawn symbol with a digital picture of 

their Mom, other parent, or caregiver.

Press "Yeah."

You can use the “normal” or “casual” QuickFires.  Based on the situation, one may be more 

appropriate than the other.

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“Mommy come play with us. ”

“Let’s Call Mommy.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

We are going to focus on QuickFires in this lesson plan. QuickFires provide communication 

support that can be used any time, and any where. They are great for quick communication. 

YOU DO:
Press “Mom” at the same time you are saying “Let’s call Mom.” You can do this several times.  
See if they will press “Mom” on their own. 

If not, gently tap their communication device, providing them an auditory cue to attend. Stop. See 

if they will select “Mom” on their own. If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue to 
remind them they need to do something. Wait. See if they  will do it on their own. 

If not, give them a verbal cue and tell them they need to “press Mom.”  

TRANSITIONAL

“Let’s Call Mommy. Let’s see if she can play with us.”



CHILD SAYS:  “Mommy.”

Mom walks in and says hi, and talks to child. Plays a little and in general has a good time. 

“That was so much fun playing with Mommy. Who else should we play with?”

“Ok, let’s call Daddy. He will love to play with us.”

“Let’s play with Daddy.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

Press Keyboard (Toolbar)

Press the letter D. Introduce the first letter to whatever family 

member they chose. 

Repeat activity with new family member of choice.  

Select Word Lists (Toolbar) > People folder > Family folder

Speak along side their communication device.  Provide a model of all the people your child can 

call into the room to play with today.  You may have to scroll up or down the screen to find 

everyone you need.  Your child does not have to select each picture symbol as you go through 

them,  you are providing them them choices. After you have repeated this activity several 

times. Pause, and give them time to take a turn.

TRANSITIONAL

For improved motivation use the built in camera to replace the line drawn symbol with a digital picture of 
each family member and important caregiver.   

“Who else should we play with?”YOU SAY:

 “Daddy.”CHILD SAYS:



Activity: Reading a Book

Language Element: Talk Topic / QuickFires / Topic Messages

Navigation Path: Toolbar > QuickFires   
NavBar > Reading  

QuickFires (Toolbar) 

In this lesson plan we are going to explore how QuickFires can enhance any conversation, and 

work along side the topic messages in any activity. 

Select “alright” on their DynaVox Compass at the same time you are saying “alright.” Pause. 

See if they will do the same on their own. If not, gently tap their communication device, providing 

them an auditory cue to attend. Stop. See if they will select “alright” or “OK” on their own. If not, 

gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue that they need to do something. Wait. See if they 
will do it on their own. If not, give them a verbal cue and tell them they need to “press alright.” 

Select "OK" on the communication device at the same time you are saying “OK.” This way you 

will model how to use their communication device. They will learn by watching you. 

Now when I am reading your book, there are lots of things you can say. You can tell me to 
“turn the page,” or “keep going.” Maybe you will want to see a picture, so you can tell me 

“let me see.” 

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“I think we need to read your school book.” 

TRANSITIONAL

“Ok, let’s get started, time to read.”

“Alright”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

“Let’s read a book together!”

Pause. Give them time to use their AAC device. They have been watching you use their  

communication device. See if they will select “OK” on their own.  Or maybe they will choose  
another word that works just as well.  If they don’t do it on their own, let’s help them use 

QuickFires to partipate more in the interaction.

“OK.”

Select Reading topic > Books HotSpot



“It looks like you want your favorite book! Yes!”

CHILD SAYS:

Go ahead and keep reading.  Make sure to pause after 

each page or periodically through your reading together. 

Look at the other topic messages that are available. Model 

their use.  Expect independent communication. If it doesn’t 

happen, follow the strategy just outlined to help “cue” them 

to become more of a participant in the activity. If you are 

consistent in your teaching strategy, they will start to use 
their DynaVox Compass software with greater 

independence. Teaching equals Communication Success! 

YOU DO:

Read the next page, and pause once again. Don’t look at them, don’t say anything, don’t give 

them a clue they need to do something, other than the fact that you’ve stopped reading.  Stop. 

Wait to see if they will tell you to “turn the page.” If they do not do it on their own gently tap their 

communicaton device. Provide them an auditory cue to attend. Stop. See if they will select “turn 

the page” or one of the other phrases on their own. If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a 

physical cue that they need to do something. Wait. See if they will do it on their own. If not, give 
them a verbal cue and tell them they need “tell me to turn the page, because I’m waiting for you.” 

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU SAY:

TRANSITIONAL

“Let’s keep reading.”

“Let’s get started.”

“Turn the page.”

Make sure to press the accompanying Topic Message at the same time you are saying it. You 

are providing an example of how you want them to use their Software.   
YOU DO:

Read the first page. Then stop.  Act as though you just got distracted from the activity.  By doing 

this you are creating an expectation that they need to be involved and tell you what to do.  See if 
they will tell you to “turn the page.”  If they do not, then go ahead and turn the page, while 

pressing “turn the page” on the DynaVox Compass software.



Activity: Saying HI to a friend

Communication 
Tool(s):

QuickPhrases and Word Lists

Location: Toolbar > QuickPhrases > Greeting and Social 
Toolbar > Word Lists > School > School People

Make sure to press the QuickPhrase message on the DynaVox Compass software, at the same 

time you are saying it. By doing this, you are providing an example of how you want them to use 
their AAC deivice.  Provide lots of examples.   

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“Let’s say Hi to our friends.”

“ Hi. How’s it going?”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

CHILD SAYS:

YOU DO:

TRANSITIONAL

"Ok. Let’s go up and say hi to one of our friends. This is going to be great. They will just 
love it."

Go up to a friend who is familiar with communicating with your student.  As you approach them, 
stop and wait.  See if your student will say “hi” on their own.  

If not, quickly tap their AAC device, and provide them an auditory cue to attend to the activity.  

See if they will say “hi” on their own.  

If not go ahead and gently tap their arm, provide them a physical cue they need to do some-thing. 
Wait. See if they will do it on their own. If not, give them a verbal cue to say hi.   

Repeat this activity, with as many other friends that you can find to say “hi” to.  Repetition 

will create success.

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

PART ONE:

"There are so many things we can say to our friends when we see them. We could say hi or 

how you doing, or we could say How’s it going? There are so many things we can say."

Select QuickPhrases > Greeting and Social tab



TRANSITIONAL

YOU SAY:

Follow the same steps we outlined in part one.  There are so many things they can say when 

greeting their teacher.  If you have time, role play the interaction before you get there.  Model 

different greetings, and have them practice on you before they greet their teacher.

YOU DO:

“Ok, let’s go say hello to the Art Teacher on our next break. She will really like that.”

Make sure to press the the different words on the DynaVox Compass software, at the same time 

you are saying them. By doing this, you are providing an example of how you want them to use 

their AAC device. Provide lots of examples. 

YOU DO:

“Art Teacher”CHILD SAYS:

"Look at all the people we could say hi to.  Maybe we could go say hi to our Art Teacher, or 
maybe another Classmate, or we could even say hello to the Librarian."

YOU SAY:

Toolbar > Word Lists > School folder > School People folderYOU DO:

“That was so much fun saying hi to your friends. Who else can we say hi to?”YOU SAY:

PART TWO:

YOU DO: Toolbar > QuickPhrases > Greeting and Social tab



Activity: I’m Hungry

Topic messages

NavBar > Meals > Topic Messages

“It’s time to eat. I’m hungry.”

Select Meals > General Topic Messages

Select "I’m Hungry," at the same time you are saying it. Speak along side their DynaVox 

Compass software.  You want to show them how they would use their communication device, 

by using it yourself in the interaction.  They will learn by watching you.  Don’t worry if this feels 

uncomfortable at first, it will become more natural the more you do it.

We are going to focus on the different Topic Messages and hotspots that exist in the Meals 

topic.  It will be important to become familiar with the language in the various topics.  And this is 

best accomplished by using in functional activities that happen over and over. 

Lift your hand slowly.  Make sure they are watching you. Select “What we having?” and go 

slow, take your time. See if your student will select “What we having?” on their own.  If they 

do not do it on their own, after following your example, let’s give them another opportunity to 

become more independent in their communication with Topic Messages.

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“What are we having?”

“Ask mom what are we having?”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

Wait and see if your child will initiate the interaction on their own.   If not, tap their communication 

device, provide an auditory cue so they will attend to their AAC device. Stop. See if they will 

select “What we having?” on their own. If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue to 
remind them they need to do something. Wait. See if they will select it on their own. If not, 

provide them a verbal cue and tell them they need to select “What are we having?” 

YOU DO:

TRANSITIONAL

“What are we having?”CHILD SAYS:

Press “What we having?”CHILD DOES:

Communication 
Tool(s):

Location:



TRANSITIONAL

Press “need drink” at the same time you are saying “I need a drink.” Speak along with their 

AAC device.  Pause.  See if they will imitate your interaction.  If not, that’s ok.  Let’s help them 

become more independent in their communication with Topic Messages.

Select “choices” at the same time you are saying “what are my choices.”  See if your student 

will select “choices?” on their own. If not, tap their communication device, provide an auditory 

cue so they will attend to their AAC system. Stop. See if they will do it on their own. If not, gently 

tap their arm. Give them a physical cue to remind them they need to do something. Wait. See if 

they will select “choices?” on their own. If not, give them a verbal cue and tell them they need to 
press “What are my choices?”  

Press milk, juice, and water. 

Give them their choices one more time, nice and slow, so they can let you know what they want 
to drink.

“I need a drink.”

“What are my choices?”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

Part Two

Let’s now explore another set of Topic Messages in our Meals topic.  There are so many things 

we can say as we move around the visual scene.  We don’t expect independent navigation at 
first, but as they become more familiar with the Meal topic we want to see them initiate 

independent navigation. They still will need our support as they are learning.

Part Three
Now let’s explore how we can be more specific with our communication, by using topic words.  

A combination of topic messages and topic words will create fast and specific communication.

Select Topic Words > Drinks tabYOU DO:

CHILD SAYS:

CHILD DOES:

“What are my choices?”

Select “Choices?”

Select Drink hotspot > Need DrinkYOU DO:



“Ok. You want water. Let’s get some.”YOU SAY:

YOU DO: Select each drink choice.  Make sure they are watching you.  After you have given them each 

choice, stop and pause.  Wait.  See if they will make a choice on their own.  If not, tap their 

communication device - provide auditory cue so they will attend to their AAC system. Stop. See 

if they will make their drink choice on their own. If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a physical 

cue to remind them they need to do something. Wait. See if they will do it on their own. If not, 

provide them a verabal cue and tell them "you need to tell me what you want to drink." 

CHILD SAYS:

Press WaterCHILD DOES:

“Water”

TRANSITIONAL



Activity: Art Class

Topic Words

NavBar > Art Class > Topic Words 
Toolbar > Core

Select NavBar > Art Class > Topic Words > Art Items tab

“Do you want to work with Colored Pencils or Clay?”

Select "Colored Pencils" and "Clay." 

Select the words at the same time you are saying them. Speak along side their DynaVox 

Compass software. 

If not, gently nudge their arm and give them a physical cue to remind them they need to 

participate. See if they will do it on their own. If not, provide them a verbal cue, and t ell them “you 

need to make a choice,”  what should we do today “colored pencils” or “clay.”   Select both 

choices while you are saying them.

Now stop and pause.  See if they will make a request, once they know their options, and they've 

see you model use on their AAC device.  

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

TRANSITIONAL

Communication 
Tool(s):

Location:

CHILD SAYS:

Selects "colored pencils."CHILD DOES:

"Colored pencils."

YOU SAY: "That’s great. We have so many to choose from. Let’s put some of them on the table, 
what color would you like?

Select > Colors tab

See if your student will select a color on their own.

YOU DO:

If not, provide an auditory cue by tapping their communication device.  Stop. See if they will do it 

on their own. 



CHILD SAYS:

Selects RedCHILD DOES:

If they are not making a choice on their own, go ahead and list the various colored pencils 
that are available. Go ahead and speak along side their DynaVox Compass software, and list 

all the different color choices.

YOU DO:

YOU DO: Now use the colored pencils to complete the art activity, letting your student choose other colors 

as well as other art items. Explore all the choices that are available to them.

TRANSITIONAL

"Red"



Activity: “I Need Help”

Communication 
Tool(s):

Topic Messages

Location: Navbar > Classroom  > Answering the Teacher HotSpot

Select Classroom > Answering the Teacher Hotspot > Topic Messages
Select "Need some help."

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“We need our book.  I can’t reach it. I need help.”

“I need some help please. Let's ask (insert friend's name) for help."YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

 “I need some help please.”

Selects "Need some Help."CHILD DOES:

CHILD SAYS:

FRIEND SAYS:

Make sure the book is just out of reach.  Create a need for communication. Help student realize 

they need to be an effective communicator by using a strategy called “sabotage.”  Create a need 

for communication by staging the setting so they can pratice communicaton in a functional 

situation.

TRANSITIONAL

Wait. Stop.  See if they will do it on their own. If not, gently tap their communication device , and 

give an auditory cue to attend to their AAC device. Stop. See if they will do it on their own. If not, 

gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue they need to do something. Wait. See if they will 

do it on their own. If not, tell them they need to "ask for help please.”

“Ok. What do you need?”

Select Topic Words > School Things tabYOU DO:

Wait. Stop. See if they will select "book" on their own. Make sure the book is in clear site, but just 

out of reach.  If they need a cue, gently tap their communication device, provide them an auditory 
cue.  See if they will select "book" on their own. If not,  gently tap their arm. Give them a physical 

cue they need to do something. Wait. See if they will do it on their own. If not, tell we need our 

"book."   

 “Book.”CHILD SAYS:




