
First Steps with your

Target Age Group: Preschool and School age individuals

Ability Level: Context Dependent

Lesson Plans Designed to Support Communication with your DynaVox Compass.



Activity: Snack Please

Communication 
Tool(s):

Topic Messages

Location:

Select "I’m Hungry."
Point to the pictures and use their device while you are speaking. Use Parallel Talk. That means as 

you speak, press the words that match what you are saying. 

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“It’s time for snack. I’m hungry.”

“I’m hungry.”YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

Select Snack > General Comment

While introducing a new topic, independent page navigation is not a primary goal. You do do 

the  navigation for them. Go slow. Take your time. Let them watch. They will learn as they 

watch you use their communication device.

Select "I want snack.

If they need more help, let's first provide them an auditory cue by gently tapping their 

communication device. Stop. See if they will do it on their own. If not, provide a physical cue 

and gently tap their arm, remind them they need to select "I want a snack." Wait.  If they did 

not request a snack, provide them a verbal cue and tell them they need to press "I want a 

snack."  Take their hand and do it together, if needed. 

Make sure they are watching you, and select "I want a snack."" Take your time. See if 

your student will imitate you and select "I want a snack."

“I want a snack.”

"I want a snack."

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

 “I want a snack.”CHILD SAYS:

NavBar > Snack



Gets excited. Smiles. Might vocalize.CHILD DOES:

“Great! Here are your choices.”

“Let’s decide what we want to eat.”

“Ok. You want popcorn. Let’s get some. 

“Cracker.”

“Apple.”

“Popcorn.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

Select Topic Words > Snack Food. 
We don't expect  independent use of words at this level.   Our goals is to expose them to the 
concept of individual words.  They will learn as they watch you.

Press cracker, apple and popcorn. Give them their choices one more time. Go slow. 

Press popcorn.

Press cracker. Wait. Watch for a response.

Press apple. Wait. Watch for a response.

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

CHILD DOES:



Activity: Asking Wh- Questions

Communication 
Tool(s):

QuickPhrases (Questions)

Location: Toolbar > QuickPhrases > Questions tab

Press Snack > ? > ?YOU SAY:

YOU DO: Select QuickPhrases > Questions tab

“All done. What’s Next?”

Repeat often. Ask several friends “What’s next?” Remember! Prompt them to answer “I don’t 

know” when they are asked "What’s Next?" After you have asked several friends then you 

can ask the teacher or classroom assistant.

Select "What’s next?" (at the same time you are saying "What’s next?")  Go slow. Take your 

time.   Make sure you talk to the friends before you do this activity. Prompt them to answer “I 
don’t know” when they are asked "What’s next?" Create opportunities to communicate. 

Create opportunities for success.

While introducing a new topic, independent page navigation is not a primary goal. Go slow. 

They will learn as they watch you use their communication device.

“They don’t know what’s next, let’s ask someone else.”

“What’s next?”

“Let’s ask our friend.”

“What’s Next?”

“What’s Next?”

“No one knows. Let’s ask Teacher.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

CHILD SAYS:



Activity: On the Playground

Communication 
Tool(s):

Topic Messages, Topic Words

Location: NavBar > Recess

Select Recess  > Games Topic Messages
While introducing a new topic, independent page navigation is not a primary goal. Go slow. 

They will learn as they watch you use their communication device.

Select “Do you want to play?”
Use parallel talk while you are using their device. You point and select the picture symbols on 
their DynaVox Compass software, at the same time you are speaking.

Select “I’ll pick.”

Go slow. Make sure they are visually “tracking” your hand. They will learn by observing how YOU 

use their communication device. Wait. See if your student will press “I’ll pick” on their own.

Make sure your student is watching you. Select "That's cool." Wait to see if they will follow your 

lead. If not, gently tap their communication device, provide them an auditory cue, see if they will 

press "That's cool." If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue. See if they will do it 

on their own. If necessary, now provide them a verbal cue and tell them they need to press 

"That's cool."  Take their hand and do it together, if needed.

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“Do you want to play with me?”

“I want to pick the game.”

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

“It’s time to go outside and play. Let’s ask a friend to play with us.”

“That’s cool”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

Selects “That’s cool!”CHILD DOES:



Select “Hide and Seek”  and watch for a 

response from your student. 

Child gets excited. Smiles. Might vocalize.CHILD DOES:

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

Select Topic Words >  Games 

We don’t expect independent use of words at this level. Goal is to expose them to the concept 

of individual words. They will learn as they watch you use the individual words to communicate.

Press “Duck Duck Goose,” “Follow the Leader,” and “Hide and Seek.”
Give them the choices one more time, nice and slow, so they know what they can play.

“Great! What should we play?”

“Ok, we can play, Duck Duck Goose, or Follow the Leader, or Hide and Seek.”

“Duck Duck Goose.”

Select “Duck Duck Goose” and wait for a response. If no response from your student, move 

on to the next choice.  You are waiting for them to select the word or gesture, sign, or say 

what they they want.

“Ok. Great. I think you want to play Hide and Seek.”

Press "Follow the Leader" and wait for a response.  

Move on to next choice if no response from your student. 

“Hide and Seek”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

Part Two

"Follow the Leader"



Select Core (from Toolbar) 

In this lesson plan we are going to explore Core vocabulary. We will start slow and build on 

their knowledge and use of words.

Press “want” at the same time you are saying “I want a snack”. 

It’s OK to repeat this several times. 

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“I WANT a snack”

YOU DO:

At this point you both have been asking for a cracker, so take a few crackers and enjoy some 

snack together. But only a few. Use this opportunity to keep asking for more snack. 

“Ok great! Let’s get you some snack!”

“I WANT a cracker.” 

“I WANT a cracker.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

You probably know what is their favorite snack, so let’s just start with what they like.

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

Activity: Snack Time

Communication 
Tool(s):

Core

Location: Toolbar > Core

“I’m still hungry. I want a cracker.”YOU SAY:

Press “want” at the same time you are saying “I want a snack. " Repeat it another time. See 

if your student will imitate you by pressing “want” on their own. If not, help them become 

more independent in the use of their communication device. 

YOU DO:



Press “want.”CHILD DOES:

“We’ve had a lot of crackers, I think it’s time we have a drink of juice.”

“I want more juice.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

Select Core (from Toolbar)

Let’s now add one more step. Let’s expand our utterance to 2 words.  Giving them the option to make a 

longer sentence.

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

Press “want more” at the same time you are saying “I want more juice”. Give them several 

opportunities to see you model a 2 word combination. Repeat this several times. Remember to 

give them a little juice. They are working very hard.

YOU DO:

Give your student a small drink of juice, but only a little. Create opportunities to 

communicate, so they will want to ask for more.

First gently tap their communication device and provide them an auditory cue to attend to their 
AAc Device. Stop. See if they will do it on their own. If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a 

physical cue to remind them they need to do something. Wait. See if they will press “want” on 

their own. If not, give them a verbal cue and tell them they need to select “want.” Pause. If  

needed, take their hand and do it together.

“I think we had enough juice, let’s have a few more crackers.”

“I want more cracker.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

Let’s build on what we’ve been learning and ask for a different item.  

Press “want more” at the same time you are saying “I want more cracker”. Repeat it another 

time. See if your student will imitate you by pressing “want more” on their own. If not, let’s help 

them become more independent in the use of their communication device.

YOU DO:

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

YOU DO:



Press Want moreCHILD DOES:

Let’s build on what we’ve been learning and ask for a different item.  

Press “want” at the same time you are saying “I want more cracker.” You can do this several 

times. See if your student will press “want” on their own. If not, gently tap their communication 

device and provide them an auditory cue to attend to their AAC device. Stop. See if they will do 

it on their own. If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue to remind them they need to 

do something. Wait. See if they will do it on their own. If not, give them a verbal cue and tell 
them they need to “press want.” Pause. See if they will do it on their own. If not, take their hand 

and do it together.

YOU DO:

CONTEXT DEPENDENT



Activity: Calling out to Mom (or other)

Communication 
Tool(s):

QuickFires

Location: Toolbar > Quickfires

Select QuickFires (fromToolbar)

Select "Mom."

Lift your hand slowly. Make sure they are visually “tracking” your hand. Press "Mom." Go 

slow. Take your time. They will learn by observing how YOU use their communication device.  

Press "Mom."

Lift your hand slowly. Make sure they are visually “tracking” your hand. Press "Mom." Go 

slow. Take your time. They will learn by observing how YOU use their communication 
device. Wait.  Stop. See if your child will press "Mom" on their own. 

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“Mommy come play with us. She will be so happy. ”

“Let’s Call Mommy.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“Let’s Call Mommy. Let’s see if she can play with us.

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

YOU DO: Press “Mom” at the same time you are saying “Let’s call Mom.”  You can do this several times. 

See if they will press “Mom” on their own. If not, gently tap their communication device, providing 

them an auditory cue to attend. Stop. See if they will select “Mom” on their own. If not, gently 

tap their arm. Give them a physical cue to remind them they need to do something. Wait. See 

if they will do it on their own. If not, give them a verbal cue and tell them they need to “press 
Mom.” Pause. See if they will do it on their own. If not, take their hand and do it together.

CHILD SAYS:  “Mommy”

“That was so much fun. I wonder if we can think of another way to call Mom?”YOU SAY:

We are going to focus on QuickFires in this lesson plan. QuickFires provide communication support 

that can be used any time, and any where. They are great for Quick communication.

For improved motivation use the built in camera to replace the line drawn symbol with  
a digital picture.

Mom walks in and say hi, and talks to child.



CONTEXT DEPENDENT

“We can say so many different things. Let’s try them out.”YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

Select QuickFires (from Toolbar)

Model and use all the different ways that they could call Mom in to play. Practice them first.  
Select “come here” several times. Then try “hey” and “look.” Repeat this several times.

Repeat the activity with one of the new ways to call Mom in to play.



Activity: Reading a Book

QuickFires and Topic Messages

Toolbar > Quickfires 
Topics > Reading

QuickFires (From Toolbar) 

In this lesson plan we are going to explore how Quickfires can enhance any conversation, and 

work along side the topic messages in any activity.

Pause. Give them time to use their AAC device. They have been watching you use their 

communication device. See if they will select “OK” on their own. if not let’s help them become 

more communication independent.

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“I think we need to read your school book.”

“Ok. Time to read.”

“alright”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

“Let’s read a book together!”

Select "OK" on the communication device at the same time you are saying "OK."

This way you will model how to use their communication device. They will learn by watching you.

“OK”

Select Reading > Books HotSpotsYOU DO:

Select “alright” on the communication device at the same time you are saying “alright”.  Pause.

See if they will do the same on their own. If not, gently tap their communication device, providing 

them an auditory cue to attend. Stop. See if they will select “alright” or “OK” on their own. If not, 

gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue that they need to do something. Wait. See if they 
will do it on their own. If not, give them a verbal cue and tell them they need to “press alright.” 

Pause. See if they will do it on their own. If not, take their hand and do it together.

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

Communication 
Tool(s):

Location:



Read the next page, and do the same by stopping. Wait to see if they will tell you to  
“turn the page.”  If not, follow the same process as outlined before. This will help them become 

more independent in their use of their communication device.

“Turn the page.”

“Ok. Great. I will turn the page. And let’s keep reading.”

CHILD SAYS:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“Let’s get started.”YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“Now when I am reading your book, there are lots of things you can say. You can tell me to turn 

the page, or keep going. Maybe you will want to see a picture, so you can tell me let me see. 

So you need to be listening.

YOU SAY:

Read the first page. Stop. Wait to see if they will tell you to “turn the page.” If they do not do it 

on their own gently tap their communication device, providing them an auditory cue to attend. 

Stop. See if they will select “turn the page.” If not, gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue 

that they need to do something. Wait. See if they will do it on their own. If not, give them a verbal 

cue and tell them they need “tell me to turn the page, because I’m waiting for you.” Pause. See if 

they will do it on their own. If not, take their hand and do it together.

As you provide the different examples, go slow. Show him where each phrase is located. Select 

it for him. Let me see and hear all the different things he can say during this reading activity.

CONTEXT DEPENDENT



Activity: Saying Hi to a Friend

Communication 
Tool(s):

QuickPhrases

Location:

Select QuickPhrases > Greetings and Social tab

At this level independent navigation to communication pages is not important. You do the 

navigation for them. Go slow. Take your time. Let them watch. They will learn as they watch you 

use their communication device. 

Press "Hello."

Lift your hand slowly. Make sure they are “visually tracking” your hand. Go slow. Take your time. 

They will learn by observing how YOU use their communication device.

Press "Hello."

Lift your hand slowly.  Make sure they are “visually tracking” your hand. Go slow. Take your 

time. They will learn by observing how YOU use their communication device.

Press "Hello."

Lift your hand slowly. Make sure they are “visually tracking” your hand. Press "Hello." Wait. 

Stop.  See if they will do it on their own. If not, gently tap their hand. Give it a little nudge. Wait. 

Stop.  See if they will do it on their own. If not, gently lift their hand and do it together.

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“Let’s say Hi to Stan.”    (Insert their friend’s name here)

“Look at Stan. He’s smiling. Stan likes it when we say Hi. Let’s say Hi again.”

“Let’s say Hi to our friends.”

“That was great. Now let’s say Hi to Tammy.”    (Insert their friend’s name)

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

Toolbar > QuickPhrases > Greeting and Social tab



 “Hello.”CHILD SAYS:

Press the picture symbol of each classmate you mention. 

Your student will learn by watching. They don't have to "press" each symbol. For improved 

motivation, use the build in camera to replace the line drawings with a digital image of their 

favorite calssmates. 

Repeat activity with additional classmates. 

Pause before you help them select a classmate.  Give them time to take a turn on their own.

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

YOU DO:

CONTEXT DEPENDENT

“That was so much fun saying hi to your friends. Who else can we say Hi to?”

“We could say Hi to _____, and _______.”

YOU SAY:

YOU SAY:

Toolbar > Word Lists > School folder > School People folder



Activity: “I Need Help”

Communication 
Tool(s):

Topic Messages

Location: Navbar > Classroom  > Answering the Teacher HotSpot

Select Classroom > Answering the Teacher Hotspot > Topic Messages 
Select "Need some help."

YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

“We need our book.  I can’t reach it. I need help.”

“I need some help please. Let's ask (friend's name) for help."YOU SAY:

YOU DO:

 “I need some help please.”

Selects "Need some help."CHILD DOES:

CHILD SAYS:

FRIEND SAYS:

Make sure the book is  just out of reach.  Create a need for communication. Help student realize 

they need to be an effective communicator by using a strategy called "Sabotage." Create a need 

for communication by staging the setting so they can pratice communicaton in a functional 

situation.

Wait. Stop.  See if they will do it on their own. If not, gently tap their communication device , and 

give an auditory cue to attend to their AAC device. Stop. See if they will do it on their own. If not, 

gently tap their arm. Give them a physical cue they need to do something. Wait. See if they will 

do it on their own. If not, tell them they need to "ask for help please.”

“Ok. What do you need?”

Select Topic Words > School Things tabYOU DO:

Wait. Stop. See if they will select "book" on their own. Make sure the book is in clear site, but  

just  out of reach.  If they need a cue, gently tap their communication device, provide them an 

auditory cue.  See if they will select "book" on their own. If not,  gently tap their arm. Give them a 

physical cue they need to do something. Wait.  See if they will do it on their own. If not, tell them 

we need our "book."   

 “Book.”CHILD SAYS:

CONTEXT DEPENDENT
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