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Welcome! We are thrilled that you are here and will have the chance to take 
advantage of these Core Lessons . Our hope is that you will feel supported in 
introducing Core to your student and realize the power of introducing it with books 
and other fun activities .

Introduction

Core Word Lessons

Top Core Lesson FAQs

Contents include an “Overview” lesson and a “Complete” lesson for each of the following 12 core words (appearing in this order):

1. Where do I find the books you reference in the activities?

As you’ve noticed, we talk a lot about the provided Core Word books and using them within the lessons . These 
books were created specifically with our Core strategy in mind and maximize use of the target words in fun and 
creative texts paired with images to support comprehension and engagement . While we suggest a particular book 
for each lesson, feel free to select a different book or use more than one book if it better fits your student’s interests 
and needs . These books are located on MyDynaVox .com on the Resources page .

2. How long do I spend on each lesson?

The lessons have been created to be used across five days . You might find that one school day is just what you need 
for a set of activities . You might also find that you’ll need to repeat a certain day lesson (say, Day 1) for several days 
until you feel that the student is set to move to the next one . Consider returning to some of these lessons after you’ve 
completed the five-day set . We’ve designed these lessons to be used flexibly in any way that is most supportive of 
your student learning the concepts outlined below .

3. Can I change the order of introduction of the words?

Absolutely! As always, you are the expert on your student and might find circumstances that would make adjusting 
the order (based on prior learning, classroom curriculum, specific motivations, etc .) optimal . We’ve provided a 
roadmap that will work well, but feel free to follow your own path!

1. He

2. Have

3. Help

4. Know

5. A/The

6. This/That

We have provided several books designed to support you in 
teaching your student about the Core . You’ll learn how to use 
them alone and in connection with other words .  The lessons in 
this guide have been designed to be used over the course of 
5 days .  You might find that one school day or lesson session 
is just what you need for a set of activities .  You might also find 
that you’ll need to repeat a lesson for several days until you feel 
that the student is set to move to the next day .  You might also 
want to return to some of these lessons after you’ve completed 
the five-day set . With these lessons, you have the flexibility to 
use these lessons in any way that is most supportive of your 
student learning the concepts outlined below .  

Finally, we have two sets of additional activities. 

• Supplemental Activities are used throughout the five-day 

lessons and are suggested for home practice .  

• We also offer a set of Additional Extension Activities that can 
be used where you see appropriate home or additional school 
practice .
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4. Do I have to use the script exactly as it is written?

Not at all! The script was provided to give you a general sense of your communication to the student during these 
lessons . As with all teaching, you’ll have a sense of where you need to simplify the language or make it more 
complex . In fact, once you get comfortable with the lesson style, you probably won’t consult the script at all . At that 
point, you might want to just use the lesson overviews .

5. What’s the difference between an Overview and a Complete lesson?

A complete lesson is written to give you all the details . Our intent is to provide you enough information that you 
could pick up that lesson plan without previous knowledge of how to implement the lesson, and go for it! These will 
be helpful as you get started, and also all along as you might transfer or share responsibility of the lessons to other 
team members or family . As you get more comfortable and start to learn the “ins-and-outs” of our lesson plan style, 
including realizing the similar structure that takes place across all word units, you might find it faster to just grab the 
overview lesson as a quick reminder . The goal with the overview lessons is to give you a brief week-long view to 
guide your instruction for the week without all the extra text of scripts or activity descriptions .

6. What’s the difference between Supplemental Activities and Extension Activities?

At the end of each word unit, you’ll find Supplemental Activities and Additional Extension Activities . These work in a 
similar way . 

We brainstormed the list of Additional Extension Activities to give you a lot of ways to engage your student using 
the target word . Some activities call for family involvement, use of technology, or other supplies . Activities are sorted 
by their type . You’ll see games, writing activities, and more . From this larger list of Extension Activities, we hand-
selected 3 or 4 “Supplemental Activities” as a critical component of your word lesson unit . These activities were 
chosen to be accessible to a wide population of students and environments . 

The Supplemental Activities are offered as a part of the unit on Days 4 and 5 during instruction, but also suggested 
on any other day for additional practice time or home practice . As with many other parts of our program, feel free to 
customize the activity to your own student or learning environment . You might find that the suggested Supplemental 
Activity isn’t as relevant as another activity listed on the Additional Extension Activity list . Go ahead and swap it! 

7. What is a picture walk?

The idea behind the picture walk activity is to create a rich language experience that draws the student in and 
gives them a chance to connect with the images in the book before hearing or experiencing the text . It helps them 
make predictions, gather information, and develop comprehension skills in line with the Common Core Standards . 
This will teach your learner to fully engage in the book experience beyond just reading the text- fully immersing in 
the rich context . For each person reading, it can be different and based on personal connections and background . 
In the beginning, these picture walks will be largely (or entirely) crafted by the educator or parent co-reading the 
book . First, we model “noticing” something about the image . Then, we encourage students to “notice” and reinforce 
whatever contribution they make to this process . Maybe there is a picture of a balloon in the background that 
just slipped past it’s owners hand . You might say, “Oh look! That balloon is getting away . That reminds me of the 
balloons we released on the playground last week after our celebration for the new slide!” You could relate it to 
something else that’s relevant to the student saying something like this: “Oh my! That boy lost his balloon . I bet he 
is feeling frustrated, just like you felt yesterday when we had to cancel outdoor recess because of the rain .”  Your 
goal is to provide some personally relevant language and context around the images in the story . It’s not just about 
the text . Don’t expect your student to repeat what you’ve said, contribute more, or answer questions about the 
things you’ve “noticed” together - just let it be a mutually enjoyable time of experiencing the book and illustrations 
together . As time goes on, you’ll find that your learner might start to “notice” some things with less support from you, 
or even independently . That’s great! We know you’ll find that this picture walk activity will be a beneficial tool when 
introducing core words and during other literacy activities as well .

8. What can I do to make sure my student is retaining knowledge of previously  
introduced words?

Some of our word units offer suggestions for incorporating words that were previously introduced . For example, 
when you reach the “Go” lesson, activities take advantage of previously learned words . In addition to those 
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opportunities for previous practice, it would always be a great idea to revisit the Additional Extension Activities from 
previous book units to maintain that practice and use . 

9. We finished all 12 word units. Now what?

Terrific! It’s wonderful that you’ve made it through the first 12 words . At this time, our complete set of core word 
lessons are based on those first words . However, you’ve learned so much from using these lessons and could 
certainly craft your own next set! Visit MyDynaVox .com for future release of additional core lesson sets!

10. I have another idea for writing a book with my student using the target word. Can I replace your suggestion?

Yes! We love it when an instructor or clinician can use knowledge of their student and/or what’s currently important 
in your curriculum or student’s life to adjust the lessons . As long as the books you develop place the same emphasis 
on the target word, feel free to make changes!

11. How can I get my student’s family or other educators involved in this work?

We’ve tried to build this in for you with the Additional Extension Activities . Send home some of these ideas to help 
support families or other professionals with implementing this important practice . Further, you’ll notice that a lot of 
the lessons provide daily practice with going home and sharing with family . We hope this will strengthen the home / 
school connection . 

You’ll notice that each day of the lessons gives some reference to what the student will do at home and then report 
back the next day . Don’t let this become a barrier for students who have circumstances that make this challenging . 
Consider having another instructor or professional spend a few minutes with the student at the end of the school 
day, or come up with a creative solution with your student (e .g ., perhaps a neighbor or family friend, could help) . It’s 
not always easy to navigate difficult family dynamics, but the hope is that your student will have practice outside of 
just the traditional teaching session .

We’ve also included a short parent letter with each unit . You can copy and send this home, perhaps with the 
Supplemental and Extension Activity lists, so that they can participate easily in the homework and support of  
each lesson . 

12. How do we make the books in book writing activities?

This activity has been purposely created with flexibility in mind . You might chose to use one of our Boardmaker 
products, a basic computer application like Word, or even something as basic as construction paper and markers! 
Feel free to be creative!

13. What can I do to support my student in learning these words using Tobii Dynavox Compass?

This is a great question, and an important component to providing a positive communication environment for your 
learner . There are several things you can do to be supportive during both introduction of core in these lessons as 
well as learning to use a communication system in general .

First, you’ll want to respond to all forms of communication . Think about how many ways you communicate in a day- 
gestures, facial expressions, written expression, verbal expression, and more . Your student will do the same thing . 
If they say something verbally and you understand it, don’t require that they replicate it using the system . If they say 
something using the device, it doesn’t make sense to have them verbally repeat it .

Remember that co-construction, or helping your student build the messages they want to express, is an important 
component to learning how to communicate . Just as we do with kids using natural speech as a part of typical 
language development, provide expansion on what the student communicates and offer a model without requirement 
to imitate you . 

Don’t forget to provide a lot of wait time . This is when you are quiet with anticipation,  giving your student the 
opportunity to process, plan and respond . You will be amazed at what they can do if you only give them enough time 
to do it .

Finally, the one strategy you’ll find to be incredibly helpful is to provide your student with partner augmented input, or 
aided language stimulation . This means you use the system in front of them as a model . Learn the system so you can 
provide a model . It’s incredible what happens when you do!
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Overview 
This lesson will help guide your presentation of this new word to your student . You can always modify these 
lessons as you find appropriate to best meet the learner’s needs . We’ve included an overview lesson below 
intended to be a quick and easy reference for how the activities could go . A more extended explanation is offered 
on the following pages . 

Core Word Unit – He

Supplemental Activities:
1 . Describe pictures of a boy, man or male animal .  

“He has hair .”, “He is big .”, “He has many colors .”

2 . Make a card for a boy/man in his/her life 
describing what the individual likes/loves about 
him (“He is…”, “He makes me…”) .

3 . Describe or share information about the life of a 
male historical figure or celebrity .

Day 1
1 . Read the book My Brother.

2 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice 
things . Whatever they notice, we value . Instructor 
points out what they notice about the book .

3 . Prepare student to take book home and share  
with family . 

Day 3
1 . Talk about using the word at home .

2 . Read the book Mystery Man .

3 . Look for and use the word “he” during reading .

4 . Student writes their own “he” book using photos and 
describing as they did with family at home the night 
before . Perhaps use photos of peers or teachers!

5 . Have student plan to read the book at home this 
evening, or share with peers .

Day 5
1 . Talk about sharing book at home .

2 . Read book from Day 4 again .

3 . Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the 
Supplemental Activities .

Day 4
1 . Talk about reading student-created book at home .

2 . Read the book again together .

3 . Student chooses another “he” book from library .

4 . Repeat directions from Day 1 to do picture walk 
and notice; use word in book .

5 . Read book again at home .

Day 2
1 . Read the book My Brother again .

2 . Both students and instructor find the word (using 
device) and point it out throughout the book . 

3 . Make a plan for the student to use “he” at home 
with family or friends using magazines, books, or 
favorite personal photos to describe (e .g ., he is at 
the beach) .
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Dear Parents,

As you know, your child is learning how to use the Core on his/her DynaVox Compass . It’s an exciting time! Once 
they can use Core, the possibilities are endless for the things they will be able to say with their DynaVox Compass . 
The Core is set up with a first set of 12 words that have lessons for introduction . Each word comes with a set of 
books and suggested lessons for both home and school .

I’m sending this letter to let you know that we are working on the Core word “he” this week. 

The first book we will be reading is called My Brother . Your child will have this book at home this week and I hope 
you’ll have time to read it together . One strategy we use at school that you might find helpful at home, too is to do a 
“Picture Walk” through the pages . The idea of this activity is to create a rich language experience that feels important 
to your child and allows them to connect with the pictures in the book relative to things they already know . As you 
open the pages of the book, just encourage them to “notice” things in the pictures . You might point something out, 
for example, “that silly bird is sitting on the fire hydrant!” or “look at that dog! He looks just like our dog!” You don’t 
have to expect your child to repeat you, or make contributions to this talk in the beginning . You are providing a model 
for them to do this as they develop literacy and language skills!  As appropriate, encourage your child to find and 
read/say the target word using their DynaVox Compass .

We have a few other home practice ideas planned for this week including the following:

1 . 

2 . 

3 .

Your child will have the chance to create a book at school using the target word “he”  this week . Watch for that to 
come home, and provide your enthusiastic feedback and opportunity to read with your child!

Finally, you’ll find attached a list of Supplemental Activities that would be supportive of your child learning how to use 
the Core word “he” . The more you can practice at home, the better! I’m looking forward to hearing more about the 
fun you have working with this new word!

Sincerely,

Parent Letter

Core Word Unit – HE
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Day 1
Goal: Read the book My Brother.

Day 2
Goal: Read the book My Brother again.

Extended Version:

Instructor says: We have another book to check out today. We are starting a brand new word in your core, and that always means 

a fun new book. This one is called My Brother. Let’s take a look in here and see what we notice. I’ll point to words as we go along.

Instructor says: I liked reading the book with you yesterday. We had fun, right? I hope your family enjoyed it too. Let’s read it one 

more time today. This time we can use your device to say “he” whenever that word is in the print. Here we go!

Instructor says: These books have been fun to read. What did you think? I’m noticing how well you look at the pages and stay on 
track, and that’s great! We found the word “he” quite a few times in that story. Let’s find it now in your device.

I’d like you to take this book home tonight and share with your family. Find out what they notice. Do you think they will notice 

the same things we did? Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “he” in the book. Then when you come back 

tomorrow you can tell me how it went and we can read it again.

Instructor says: Cool! The word “he” appeared so many times in the book since it’s about a boy! When we are talking about 

men or boys, we use that word “he” quite a bit.  Let’s flip back through the book and decide which of these pictures we both 

really like. We can use your device to tell each other. Ready?

Instructor says: I love this idea. How about tonight if you look at some photos with your family and use “he” to describe them? You 

are going to end up talking about the boys or men in the photos. You could say “he is swimming” about a beach picture of dad, or 

“he likes to eat popcorn” about a picture of your brother. You’ll have to decide what to say once you see the pictures. Remember 

you can always use favorite books or magazines, too. It doesn’t have to be your family photos. Just give yourself a fun chance to 

practice saying “he” with your device!

TASK 2: Prepare student to take the book home and share with family .

TASK 2: Make a plan for student to use the word “he” at home by describing family photos or media images . You can   
 explain this in the parent letter or in your own note home to help families support this task .

TASK 1: Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the   
 illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process .  
 You can read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

TASK 1: Both the student and instructor find the word (using device) and point it out throughout the book . 

Core Word Unit – HE 
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Day 3
Goal: Talk about using the word at home.

Instructor says: Did you look at photos or books and talk about them last night? How did it go using the core word “he” to talk 

about those things? 

Note: If your student would struggle to reply to this open ended question, just adjust the script accordingly. You want to provide 
ample time to discuss the assignment but not get completely sidetracked from the lesson.

Instructor says: Woo-hoo! We’re going to read this new book called Mystery Man. The title of this story gives me a hint. I bet 

it’s about a man. We’re going to get to use our new core word “he” in this one! You’ve really got it now! Let’s find “he” every 

time.

Instructor says: That was brilliant. I love this book. What a great way we found to use the word “he” on every page. Now let’s 

pack this up so you can read it at home tonight with your family!

Instructor says: Ok, get ready. This is going to be fun! Just like you did at home when you talked about pictures using “he,” 

now we are going to write a book! Let’s use some photos of the other kids in your class and teachers, or some of these 

photos from a book. We will write all about them. Look at this funny picture! What should we write for this page?

TASK 3: Have student plan to read the book at home this evening, or share with peers .

TASK 1: Read the book Mystery Man . Look for the word “he” in the book .

TASK 2: Student writes their own “he” book using photos and describing as they did with family at home the night   
 before . Perhaps use photos of peers or teachers!

Core Word Unit – HE 
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Day 4
Goal: Talk about reading student-created book at home.

Day 5
Goal: Talk about sharing book at home.

Instructor says: Glad to see you! I can’t wait to hear how it went at home last night. Did you family like the book?

Instructor says: How was your book time last night at home? I hope your family enjoyed it. You have become so good at finding “he” 

in the core and using it!

Instructor says: I love the book and hoped we could do it again here today. It’s marvelous and made me laugh! Let’s read it 

again now.

Instructor says: Let’s read that one just one more time, so we can both remember how it went. Or if you’d like, we can pick a 

different one. Which would you like?

Instructor says: What do you think? Did you like this one? Please take it home and share it with your family. You could always show 

them the one you wrote at school again, too!

Instructor says: Now that we’ve read a couple books using “he” and even written your own, let’s go pick one more that you’d 

like to read. We will explore it and read it just as we have with the others.

Instructor says: Nice pick! I’ll read this part and you read it when you see the word “he” in the book. What do you think? Let’s 

go!

TASK 3: Repeat directions from Day 1 to do picture walk and notice; use word in book .

TASK 1: I love the book and hoped we could do it again here today . It’s marvelous and made me laugh! Let’s read it   
 again now .

TASK 1: Read book from Day 4 again .

TASK 2: Student chooses another “he” book from the library .

TASK 2: Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the Supplemental Activities .

TASK 4: Read book again at home .

If appropriate, assign a Supplemental Activity or Additional Extension Activity for practice at home .

Core Word Unit – HE
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Supplemental Activities

1. Male Description Game

Instructor says: Let’s describe pictures of a boy, man or male animal kind of like we did when we wrote your book.  This time we 
can use a magazine and just find new images.  We could even go online and look.  We’ll be able to say things like, “He has hair.”, 
“He is big.”, “He has many colors.”

2. Make a Card

Instructor says: We are going to make a card for a boy/man in your life describing what you likes/loves about him  

(“He is…”, “He makes me…”). Watch, I’ll make one for my son. It will say “he is funny and makes me laugh.”

3. Describe or share information about the life of a male historical figure or celebrity.

Instructor says: Let’s think about someone famous we’ve heard about on the news or in class and think of some information we 

can share about him. We could put together some sentences about him and share it with friends!

A list of supplemental activities is below . Use these in whichever order makes the most sense for you student .  Encourage these activities 
to be done at home, or even in other opportunities during the school day .

Respond to Supplemental Activities by producing “he” on the device .

Additional Extension Activities

• “He” Safari - affix “he” on post-its around the environment, find all of them .

 – Could make more complex by targeting current and previously targeted core words .

• Dance Party – have a individual start and stop a boy dancing by saying, “He goes .” or “He dances” (if using Word Lists) then 
“He stops .” 

• “He” Movement – Provide a list or communication board of movements (e .g ., hopping, jumping, spinning, etc .) .  Have the 
individual say “he” and pick a movement .  Affirm by doing the movement .  If it is incorrect, the individual can use, “not” from Core 
or produce “no”

• “He” Silly Faces – Provide a list of silly faces (e .g ., feelings, animals) and have the individual pick which he/she wants to a boy to 
produce with his/her device then pointing to the face .

• Red Rover – Rather than the full sentence, “Red Rover, Red Rover, let ___ come over .”, have individual produce “He” + pointing 
to a player on the opposite team .

Internet-based Activities

• Contrast “he” and “not he” – show pictures of a male or female and have the individual label them “he” or “not he” .

• Search for songs, rhymes or poetry containing the word, “he” (e .g ., “He’s Got the Whole World”) listen and then have the child 
say the word when it is produced, extend by playing with a group of children in which everyone says “he” .

• Use photo galleries for topics of interest to a man or boy the individual knows (anything from BMX bikes to animals to art) have 
the individual tell you that “He likes/wants/has” or “He does not like/want/have” + specifying by pointing .

• Write a story about a male character using a combination of “he” + other core, words in Word Lists and spelling  
(e .g ., http://www .scholastic .com/teachers/story-starters/, http://www .thestorystarter .com/jr .htm, 
 http://www .meddybemps .com/9 .700 .html)

• Watch a sporting event starring male athletes and write a story or describe what happened .

Core Word Unit – HE
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Paper-based or BMS, Word, PowerPoint Activities

• Write/illustrate “he” books

 – General  - “He is…”

 – Topic specific (e .g ., “He likes…”, “Foods he likes”, “Games he likes”, “People he loves .”, “He has…”, etc .)

 – He/not he - using pictures of a male or female and have the individual label them “he” or “not he”

 – Contrast “he” (a specific male), “you” and/or “I” – sort which illustrations describe “he” and which describe “you” or “I” 
then create the book .  Read it having the individual produce “he”, “you” and “I” for the appropriate images .

• Provide a digital image or video that is funny or interesting that could be captioned by “he” on its own or in a sentence (e .g ., 
someone choosing what to buy or food to eat (“He wants”), someone reaching the top of a mountain (“he” can do it .), http://
kids .nationalgeographic .com/kids/activities/photofillins/, http://kids .nationalgeographic .com/kids/activities/cartoons/)

• Write a story about a male character using a combination of “he” + other core, words in Word Lists and spelling .

Books/Magazines/Word Activities

• Look through texts to find the word, “he” .

• Go through the alphabet making words that rhyme with “he”, decide whether they are real words or not (respond with “want” 
or “not want”) .  Extend this activity by finding images for real words and make a “rhymes with he” board – agree, bee, flea, 
free, glee, key, knee, me, pea, pee, plea, sea, see, she, ski, spree, tea, tee, three, tree, wee, whoopee .

• “Make a Sentence” (http://fun .familyeducation .com/imaginative-play/parts-of-speech/51205 .html?detoured=1) in which 
every player gets “he” as one of their words .

 – Increase complexity by providing “he” and/or another previously targeted word for semantic contrast .

• Silly fill-in-the-blank stories – Ask the child to fill in the blanks of a story (e .g ., “He ___ed to the store ., He wore a ___ on my 
head .”) by pointing to random items around the room, in Word Lists, etc .  Read the story together with the child producing 
“he” throughout .

 – Create similar stories using “he” and previously targeted words .

Math

• Tally and graph the number of times “he” is spoken in several of the books available for this activity or those in her 
own library .

Role Play

• Newscaster – Have the do a news report on a boy/man using “he” + other Core or using words in Word Lists .

 – Describe a heroic act

 – Describe a trip a boy/man took

 – Describe a day in the life of a male celebrity, cartoon character or real person

 – Describe the action in a sporting event

Real-Life Activities

• Introduce an unfamiliar male to others

• Share news about a male family member or friend

• Retell a story about a male character in a book, movie or television show

• Order food or a male family member or friend

• Comment on male peers choices/actions (e .g ., He wanted red ., He knows the answer .)

• Cheer or evaluate performance of male athletes or peers during games or classroom activities – “He can do it .”, “He did it .”, 
“He knows that,”, “He can do more .”

Core Word Unit – HE
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Overview 
This lesson will help guide your presentation of this new word to your student . You can always modify these 
lessons as you find appropriate to best meet the learner’s needs . We’ve included an overview lesson below 
intended to be a quick and easy reference for how the activities could go . A more extended explanation is offered 
on the following pages . 

Core Word Unit – HAVE

Supplemental Activities:
1 . Card/Board Games

• All card/board games

 – Individual may indicate possession of a 
card/game piece/etc . by saying  “I/you have 
it/___”, “He has it .”, I/you/he do/does not 
have it/___”

 – The above phrases may also be used as 
comments (e .g ., Aw! He has it ., Yes! You do 
not have it .)

 – Individual may indicate the number of his roll 
of the dice .  “I have number .”

2 . Search for cartoon or celebrity images and state 
descriptive characteristics, e .g ., “He has red hair/a 
funny nose .”

3 . Schedule review – “Today, I have ___ .”

Day 1
1 . Read the book Do I Have To? 

2 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice 
things . Whatever they notice, we value .  Instructor 
points out what they notice about the book .

3 . Prepare student to take book home and share  
with family .

Day 3
1 . Talk about using the word at home .

2 . Read the book I Have Too Much.

3 . Look for and use the word “have” during reading . 
Discuss this use of the word “have .”  

4 . Student writes their own “have” book using photos 
and describing as they did with family at home the 
night before . Perhaps use photos of peers or teachers . 
Notice and discuss have vs . has .

5 . Have student plan to read the book at home this 
evening, or share with peers .

Day 5
1 . Talk about sharing book at home .

2 . Read book from Day 4 again .

3 . Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the 
Supplemental Activities .

Day 4
1 . Talk about reading student-created book at home .

2 . Read the book again together .

3 . Student chooses another “have” book from library .

4 . Repeat directions from Day 1 to do picture walk 
and notice; use word in book .

5 . Read book again at home .

Day 2
1 . Read the book Do I Have To? again .

2 . Both students and instructor find the word  
(using device) and point it out throughout book .

3 . Make a plan for student to use “have” at home with 
a list of actions for the parent . You could suggest 
that student makes a list of things they “have to” 
do at home .
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Dear Parents,

As you know, your child is learning how to use the Core on his/her DynaVox Compass . It’s an exciting time! Once they 
can use Core, the possibilities are endless for the things they will be able to say with their DynaVox Compass . Each 
word comes with a set of books and suggested lessons for both home and school .

I’m sending this letter to let you know that we are working on the Core word “have” this week.

 The first book we will be reading is called Do I Have To? Your child will have this book at home this week and I hope 
you’ll have time to read it together . One strategy we use at school that you might find helpful at home, too is to do a 
“Picture Walk” through the pages . The idea of this activity is to create a rich language experience that feels important 
to your child and allows them to connect with the pictures in the book relative to things they already know . As you 
open the pages of the book, just encourage them to “notice” things in the pictures . You might point something out, for 
example, “that silly bird is sitting on the fire hydrant!” or “look at that dog! He looks just like our dog!” You don’t have to 
expect your child to repeat you, or make contributions to this talk in the beginning . You are providing a model for them 
to do this as they develop literacy and language skills!  As appropriate, encourage your child to find and read/say the 
target word using their DynaVox Compass .

We have a few other home practice ideas planned for this week including the following:

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

Your child will have the chance to create a book at school using the target word “have” this week . Watch for that to 
come home, and provide your enthusiastic feedbackw and opportunity to read with your child!

Finally, you’ll find attached a list of Supplemental Activities that would be supportive of your child learning how to use 
the Core word “have” . The more you can practice at home, the better! I’m looking forward to hearing more about the fun 
you have working with this new word!

Sincerely,

Parent Letter

Core Word Unit – HAVE 
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Day 1
Goal: Read the book Do I Have To?

Day 2
Goal: Read the book Do I Have To? again.

Extended Version:

Instructor says: We have a fun new book to check out today. We are starting a brand new word in your core, and that always 

means we start with a book we’ve never read before. This one is called Do I Have To?. Let’s take a look in here and see what we 

notice. I’ll point to words as we go along

Instructor says: I liked reading the book with you yesterday. You pointed out some cool things. I hope you had fun reading it at 

home too.. Let’s read it one more time today. This time we can use your device to say “have” whenever that word is in the print. 

Here we go!

Instructor says: I liked this book. What did you think? I think the illustrations bring a lot to the story, don’t you? We found the word 

“have” quite a few times in that story. Let’s find it now in your device.

I’d like you to take this book home tonight and share with your family. Find out what they notice. Do you think they will notice the 

same things we did? Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “have” in the book. Then when you come back 

tomorrow you can tell me how it went and we can read it again.

Instructor says: Nice! The word “have” was all over this book! Let’s flip back through the book and decide which of these pictures 

we both really like. We can use your device to tell each other. Ready?

Instructor says: I love this idea. How about tonight if you talk to your family about this word “have” and come up with a list of 

things you “have to” do? You could make a list for everyone in your family if you want to!  Think of different topics like “things we 

have to do to the house” or “things we have to buy” or “things we have done” - there are many ideas!

TASK 2: Prepare student to take the book home and share with family .

TASK 2: Make a plan for student to use the word “have” at home by making a list of things they “have to do” . You can   
 explain this in the parent letter or in your own note home to help families support this task .

TASK 

TASK 1: Both student and instructor find the word (using device) and point it out throughout book .

Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the 
illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process . You can 
read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

Core Word Unit – HAVE 
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Day 3
Goal: Talk about using the word at home.

Instructor says: Did you talk about the word “have” and write down some things like we talked about? Let’s take a look together.

Note: If your student would struggle to reply to this open ended question, just adjust the script accordingly. You want to provide 

ample time to discuss the assignment but not get completely sidetracked from the lesson.

TASK 3: Have student plan to read the book at home this evening, or share with peers .

TASK 2: Student writes their own “have” book using photos and describing as they did with family at home the night   
 before . Perhaps use photos of peers or teachers!

Instructor says: Bravo! We’re going to read this new book called I Have Too Much. The title of this story gives me a hint. What 

do you think it might be about? We’re going to get to use our new core word “have” in this one! It’s a little different used like this. I 

think you’ll see what I mean.

Instructor says: Ok, get ready. This is going to be fun! Now we are going to write a book! Let’s find some pictures or take photos 

of you. We could write “I have pencils,” or “I have homework” and other things that you have.  Sound good? What should we write 

for this page?

Instructor says: That was great. I love this book. What a great way we found to use the word “have” on every page. Now let’s 

pack this up so you can read it at home tonight with your family!

TASK 1: Read the book I Have Too Much . Look for the word “have” in the book .

Core Word Unit – HAVE 
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Day 4
Goal: Talk about reading student-created book at home.

Day 5
Goal: Talk about sharing book at home.

Instructor says: Glad to see you! I can’t wait to hear how it went at home last night. Did you family like the book?

Instructor says: How was your book time last night at home? I hope your family enjoyed it. You have become so good at finding 

“have” in the core and using it!

Instructor says: I love the book and hoped we could do it again here today. It’s special and made me smile! Let’s read it again 

now.

Instructor says: Let’s read that one just one more time, so we can both remember how it went. Or if you’d like, we can pick a 

different one. Which would you like?

Instructor says: What do you think? Did you like this one? Please take it home and share it with your family. You could always show 

them the one you wrote at school again, too!

Instructor says: Now that we’ve read a couple books using “have” and even written your own, let’s go pick one more that you’d 

like to read. We will explore it and read it just as we have with the others.

Instructor says: Nice pick! I’ll read this part and you read it when you see the word “have” in the book. What do you think? Let’s 

go!

TASK 2: Student chooses another “have” book from library .

TASK 2: Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the Supplemental Activities .

TASK 3: Repeat directions from Day 1 to do picture walk and notice; use word in book .

TASK 1: Read book from Day 4 again .

TASK 4: Read book again at home .

If appropriate, assign a Supplemental Activity or Additional Extension Activity for practice at home .

TASK 1: Read the book again together .

Core Word Unit – HAVE 
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Supplemental Activities

1. Card/Board Games

Choose a favorite game in the classroom or from home .  For example, use Go Fish or Memory .

Instructor says: We are going to play this game! Let’s try to use your new core word “have’ while we play. When the player takes 
a turn, make sure to say “I have ___.” each time.  Let me show you how.  (Note: They could extend to say “he/she does not have 
it.” These phrases may also be used as comments (e.g., Aw! He has it., Yes! You do not have it.). For a game with rolling dice, the 
student may indicate the number of his roll of the dice.  “I have number.”

2. Guess Who

Either play the game “Guess Who,” or use magazines or pages online to search for cartoon or celebrity images and state 
descriptive characteristics, e .g ., “He has red hair/a funny nose .”

Instructor says: This will be fun! Let’s play Guess Who, and use your new core word to practice while describing the people in the 
game.

3. Schedule review – “Today, I have ___.”

Instructor says: Let’s each take a turn talking about the special events in our schedule today. You can start by saying “I have___.” 
I’ll start! Tonight I have a dinner to make for my family!

Additional Extension Activities

Interactive Activities

• Grab Bag . Each player pulls item out of a bag and says “I have___”

Internet-based Activities

• If an electronic pin board is available, make an “I have”, “I have to”, “You have” board using appropriate search criteria 
section (e .g ., toys, music, cars, things for a party) .  If you make them for different people, compare them .  Discuss what you 
both have . 

Paper-based or BMS, Word, PowerPoint Activities

• Put images of the individual or others they know in a PowerPoint slide show .

Write/illustrate the images .  “I have red hair .”  “You have blond hair .”  

• Provide a digital image or video that is funny or interesting that could be captioned by “have” on its own or in a sentence 
(e .g ., search “funny photos kids” or specific scenarios such as “people hugging puppies”, e .g ., “He has five puppies .” 
http://kids .nationalgeographic .com/kids/activities/photofillins/, 
http://kids .nationalgeographic .com/kids/activities/cartoons/) 

Core Word Unit – HAVE 

A list of supplemental activities is below . Use these in whichever order makes the most sense for you student .  Encourage these 
activities to be done at home, or even in other opportunities during the school day .
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Books/Magazines/Word Activities

• Look for “have” in texts around the classroom and others available

• Go through the alphabet making words that rhyme with “have”, decide whether they are real words or not (respond with 
“want” or “not”/head shake) .  Extend this activity by finding images for real words and make a “rhymes with have” board – 
calve, have, nav (as in Nav Bar) .

 – Could also use “has” – as, jazz, pizzazz

• “Make a Sentence” (http://fun .familyeducation .com/imaginative-play/parts-of-speech/51205 .html?detoured=1) in which 
every player gets “have” as one of their words .

 – Increase complexity by providing “have” or another previously targeted word for semantic contrast

• Silly fill-in-the-blank stories – Ask the child to fill in the blanks of a story entitled (e .g .,) “He has Noodles” or “When it rains, I 
have to…” by pointing to random items around the room, in Word Lists, etc .  Read the story together with the child producing 
“have” throughout .

Math/Science

• Opinion poll, e .g ., Which do you have more -  ___ or ___? . .  Individual tallies results and reports findings .

• Describe and compare animals/plants with one another, e .g ., A spider has eight legs .  A person has two legs .

• State characteristics living things have or do not have, e .g ., A yak has horns .  A yak does not have a tusk .

•  At the end of a science experiment, discuss who “has more” of something, e .g ., has more leaves, has more legs, has more 
foam, has more colors .

• Play “I Have Who Has?” to reinforce math and ask questions - http://math .about .com/od/mathlessonplans/ss/ihave .htm

Role Play

• Restaurant/Mealtime – have the individual play server and ask people what they will  “have .” 

Core Word Unit – HAVE 
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Overview 
This lesson will help guide your presentation of this new word to your student . You can always modify these 
lessons as you find appropriate to best meet the learner’s needs . We’ve included an overview lesson below 
intended to be a quick and easy reference for how the activities could go . A more extended explanation is offered 
on the following pages . 

Core Word Unit – HELP

Supplemental Activities:
1 . Blocks/Legos/Construction Games – participants 

must ask each other for help and state when 
they need help . Keep track of use of “help” to 
encourage .

2 . Group work/school work - participants must ask 
each other for help and state when they need help . 
Again, keep track of use to encourage this .

3 . Search for songs, rhymes or poetry containing the 
word, “help”, listen (e .g ., Beatles “Help”, Sesame 
Street “I can’t help it”), help the child say the word 
when it is produced in the song/rhyme along with 
the singer/speaker, extend by playing with a group 
of children in which everyone says “help” along 
with the singer/speaker and/or when they have  
an action .

Day 1
1 . Read the book I Can Help.

2 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice 
things . Whatever they notice, we value .  Instructor 
points out what they notice about the book .

3 . Prepare student to take book home and share with 
family . 

Day 3
1 . Talk about using the word at home .

2 . Read the book A Helping Hand .

3 . Look for and use the word word “help” during 
reading . Discuss the -ing ending .

4 . Student writes their own “help” book using photos or 
pictures describing how they “help” or are “helping” 
others .

5 . Have student plan to read the book at home this 
evening, or share with peers .

Day 5
1 . Talk about sharing book at home .

2 . Read book from Day 4 again .

3 . Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the 
Supplemental Activities .

Day 4
1 . Talk about reading student-created book at home .

2 . Read the book again together .

3 . Student chooses another “help” book from library .

4 . Repeat directions from Day 1 to do picture walk 
and notice; use word in book .

5 . Read book again at home .

Day 2
1 . Read the book I Can Help again .

2 . Both students and instructor find the word (using 
device) and point it out throughout book .

3 . Make a plan for student to use “help” at home with 
a list of actions for the parent
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Dear Parents,

As you know, your child is learning how to use the Core on his/her DynaVox Compass . It’s an exciting time! Once they 
can use Core, the possibilities are endless for the things they will be able to say with their DynaVox Compass . The 
Core is set up with a first set of 12 words that have lessons for introduction .  Each word comes with a set of books and 
suggested lessons for both home and school .

I’m sending this letter to let you know that we are working on the Core word “help” this week.

 The first book we will be reading is called Can I Help? Your child will have this book at home this week and I hope 
you’ll have time to read it together . One strategy we use at school that you might find helpful at home, too is to do a 
“Picture Walk” through the pages .The idea of this activity is to create a rich language experience that feels important 
to your child and allows them to connect with the pictures in the book relative to things they already know . As you 
open the pages of the book, just encourage them to “notice” things in the pictures . You might point something out, for 
example, “that silly bird is sitting on the fire hydrant!” or “look at that dog! He looks just like our dog!” You don’t have to 
expect your child to repeat you, or make contributions to this talk in the beginning . You are providing a model for them 
to do this as they develop literacy and language skills! As appropriate, encourage your child to find and read/say the 
target word using their DynaVox Compass .

We have a few other home practice ideas planned for this week including the following:

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

Your child will have the chance to create a book at school using the target word “help” this week . Watch for that to 
come home, and provide your enthusiastic feedback and opportunity to read with your child!

Finally, you’ll find attached a list of Supplemental Activities that would be supportive of your child learning how to use 
the Core word “help” . The more you can practice at home, the better! I’m looking forward to hearing more about the fun 
you have working with this new word!

Sincerely,

Parent Letter

Core Word Unit – WANTCore Word Unit – HELP
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Day 1
Goal: Read the book I Can Help.

Day 2
Goal: Read the book I Can Help again.

Extended Version:

Instructor says: Do you want to guess the name of our book today? We are starting a brand new word in your core, and that 

always means we start with a book we’ve never read before. Our word is help.  What do you think the book is called? Yes, this 

one is called I Can Help. Let’s take a look in here and see what we notice. I’ll point to words as we go along.

Instructor says: I remember this book from yesterday. I think we liked it. You pointed out some interesting things. I am sure 

it was good to share at home last night. Let’s read it one more time today. This time we can use your device to say “help” 

whenever that word is in the print. Here we go!

Instructor says: What did you think? This book surprised me at the end.  We found the word “help” quite a few times in that 

story. Let’s find it now in your device.

I’d like you to take this book home tonight and share with your family. Find out what they notice. Do you think they will notice 

the same things we did? Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “help” in the book. Then when you come 

back tomorrow you can tell me how it went and we can read it again.

Instructor says: Super! The word “help” was all over this book! Let’s flip back through the book and decide which of these 

pictures we both really like. We can use your device to tell each other. Ready?

Instructor says: I love this idea. How about tonight if you talk to your family about this word “help” and offer to help? Let’s practice 

that here with your device so you know how to ask “can I help?” Then tomorrow I’ll be excited to hear what you did to help. Can 

you imagine how much your family will love it when you offer to help? Everyone loves a helper!

TASK 2: Prepare student to take book home and share with family . 

TASK 2: Make a plan for student to use the word “help” at home by asking your family if you can help . You can explain t 
 his in the parent letter or in your own note home to help families support this task .

TASK 1: Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the   
 illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process .  
 You can read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

TASK 1: Both the student and instructor find the word (using device) and point it out throughout the book . 

Core Word Unit – WANTCore Word Unit – HELP



 

www.tobiidynavox.com

23

Day 3
Goal: Talk about using the word at home.

Instructor says: Did you use the word “help” and offer to help your family like we talked about? I can only imagine how much 

they loved that! Tell me what you did.

Note: If your student would struggle to reply to this open ended question, just adjust the script accordingly . You want to 
provide ample time to discuss the assignment but not get completely sidetracked from the lesson .

Instructor says: Fabulous! We’re going to read this new book called A Helping Hand. The title of this story gives me a hint. 

Did you notice though that the word looks a little different? Now it’s not just help, it’s helping with the -ing ending. Let’s find 

that on your device. Why do you think we use that? 

Instructor says: That was great. I love this book. What a great way we found to use the word “have” on every page. Now let’s 

pack this up so you can read it at home tonight with your family!

Instructor says: Ok, get ready. Time for our book writing activity! Let’s find some pictures or take photos of you or others. Do 

you want to take photos, or find pictures of helpers online? We could write “The vet is helping the dog,” or “I help Mom” and 

other examples of help. Sound good? What should we write for this page?

TASK 2: Student writes their own “help” book using photos of themselves or others helping . You could include the   
 word help or helping as appropriate .

TASK 1: Read the book A Helping Hand . Look for the word “help” in the book .

TASK 3: Have student plan to read the book at home this evening, or share with peers .

Core Word Unit – WANTCore Word Unit – HELP
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Day 4
Goal: Talk about reading student-created book at home.

Day 5
Goal: Talk about sharing book at home.

Instructor says: Glad to see you! I can’t wait to hear how it went at home last night. Did you family like the book?

Instructor says: How was your book time last night at home? I hope your family enjoyed it. You have become so good at finding 

“help” in the core and using it!

Instructor says: I love the book and hoped we could do it again here today. It’s awesome and was fun to read! Let’s read it 

again now.

Instructor says: Let’s read that one just one more time, so we can both remember how it went. Or if you’d like, we can pick a 

different one. Which would you like?

Instructor says: What do you think? Did you like this one? Please take it home and share it with your family. You could always show 

them the one you wrote at school again, too!

Instructor says: Now that we’ve read a couple books using “help” and even written your own, let’s go pick one more that you’d 

like to read. We will explore it and read it just as we have with the others.

Instructor says: Nice pick! I’ll read this part and you read it when you see the word “help” in the book. What do you think? Let’s 

go!

TASK 2: Student chooses another “help” book from the library .

TASK 2: Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the Supplemental Activities .

TASK 3: Repeat directions from Day 1 to do a picture walk and notice; use word in book .

TASK 1: Read the book again together .

TASK 1: Read book from Day 4 again .

TASK 4: Read book again at home .

If appropriate, assign a Supplemental Activity or Additional Extension Activity for practice at home .

Core Word Unit – HELP
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Supplemental Activities

1. Blocks/Legos/Construction Games – participants must ask each other for help and state when they  

need help.

Instructor says: Let’s keep track of how many times you can say “help” to each other while we are doing something fun- let’s  
build with blocks! I’ll keep track here. 

2. Group work/school work - participants must ask each other for help and state when they need help.

Instructor says: Let’s keep track of how many times you can say “help” to each other while we are working on school projects.  

I’ll keep track here. 

3. Search for songs, rhymes or poetry containing the word, “help”, listen (e.g., Beatles “Help”, Sesame Street “I can’t 
help it”), help the child say the word when it is produced in the song/rhyme along with the singer/speaker, extend 
by playing with a group of children in which everyone says “help” along with the singer/speaker and/or when they 
more an action.

Instructor says: Let’s go online and find the word “help” in songs and rhymes. I’ll start a search and we can do them together.

A list of supplemental activities is below . Use these in whichever order makes the most sense for you student .  Encourage these activities 
to be done at home, or even in other opportunities during the school day .

Additional Extension Activities

Obstacle Course – participants must ask each other for help and state when they need help .

Puzzles – participants must ask each other for help and state when they need help

Paper-based or BMS, Word, PowerPoint Activities

•  Make a slide show or book of:

 – Ways to help at school/home/on the bus/etc .

 – Individuals in the environment helping

 – Helping professions - “He/she helps ____ .”

 – When a people in general or particular people want help and when they don’t

 – What the different parts of the body help us do (e .g ., eyes/see, fingers/point)

 – How/when to help when I am feeling various emotions

Core Word Unit – HELP
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Books/Magazines/Word Activities

• Look for “help” in texts around the classroom and others available

• Go through the alphabet making words that rhyme with “help”, decide whether they are real words or not (respond with 
“want” or “not”/head shake) .  Extend this activity by finding images for real words and make a “rhymes with help” board  
– kelp, whelp, yelp .

•  “Make a Sentence” (http://fun .familyeducation .com/imaginative-play/parts-of-speech/51205 .html?detoured=1) in which 
every player gets “help” as one of their words .

 – Increase complexity by providing “help” or another previously targeted word for semantic contrast

• Silly fill-in-the-blank stories – Ask the child to fill in the blanks of a story entitled (e .g .,) “He Helps a Clown” or “Help on the 
Moon” by pointing to random items around the room, in Word Lists, etc .  Read the story together with the child producing 
“help” throughout .

• Read a story/article just above the individual’s ability level and have the individual ask for help with hard words .

• Have the individual write a card to someone who helps them .

Math/Science/History

• Study of animals that help each other and present information in a report/PPT/poster - http://www .huffingtonpost .
com/2010/01/04/mutually-beneficial-anima_n_391888 .html . Other resources are available by searching “animal symbiotic 
relationships”

• Tally the number of times the individual or a group of individuals helps or is helped by others in a day

• Study great helpers of history (people who helped the world) and present information in a report/PPT/poster – Jonas Salk, 
Alexander Graham Bell, Louis Pasteur, Mother Teresa, etc .  As an extension, contrast this with people who did not help the 
world

Role Play

• Superhero (Super Helper)

 – Help as many people as you can in a period of time

 – Must ask,  “Do you want help?” or “Can I help?” for it to count

 – Give a “Super Helper Award” to the person who helped the most

 –   Lost in a city/building – indicate “I can help” to find the way out, ask someone for help, “Can you help?”

• Game show

 – Player – “I help” or “I do not help”

 – MC – “Do you want help?”, “I have help .”

Real-Life Activities

• Playground - ask each other for help and state when they need help

• Dressing  – participants must ask each other for help and state when they need help

• “Chores” in the classroom/home – “Can I help?”, “I need help .”

• Indicate need for help or not when upset

• Ask others if you can help when they are upset

Core Word Unit – HELP



 

www.tobiidynavox.com

27

Supplemental Activities:
1 . Use online resource or tape to play sounds . Have 

students name the sound they “know” that they 
hear .

2 . Look for “know” in texts around the classroom 
and others available .

3 . Create a list of several questions using “know” to 
ask peers and adults (e .g ., Do you know what the 
weather is like?”) Keep track of results .

Overview 
This lesson will help guide your presentation of this new word to your student . You can always modify these lessons 
as you find appropriate to best meet the learner’s needs . We’ve included an overview lesson below intended to be 
a quick and easy reference for how the activities could go . A more extended explanation is offered on the following 
pages . 

Core Word Unit – KNOW

Day 1
1 . Read the book Far Away.

2 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice 
things . Whatever they notice, we value! Instructor 
points out what they notice about the book .

3 . Prepare student to take book home and share  
with family .

Day 3
1 . Talk about using the word at home .

2 . Read the book New Friend .

3 . Look for and use the word “know” during reading . 
Discuss this use of the word “know” .

4 . Student writes their own “know” book using photos 
or pictures, preferably from classes or things they’ve 
learned at school .

5 . Have student plan to read the book at home this 
evening, or share with peers .

Day 5
1 . Talk about sharing book at home .

2 . Read book from Day 4 again .

3 . Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the 
Supplemental Activities .

Day 4
1 . Talk about reading student-created book at home .

2 . Read the book again together .

3 . Student chooses another “know” book from library .

4 . Repeat directions from Day 1 to do picture walk  
and notice; use word in book .

5 . Read book again at home .

Day 2
1 . Read the book Far Away again .

2 . Both students and instructor find the word  
(using device) and point it out throughout book .

3 . Make a plan for the student to use “know” at home 
with family or friends . You could suggest that 
student makes a list of things they “know” about .
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Dear Parents,

As you know, your child is learning how to use the Core on his/her DynaVox Compass . It’s an exciting time! Once they 
can use Core, the possibilities are endless for the things they will be able to say with their DynaVox Compass .  Each 
word comes with a set of books and suggested lessons for both home and school .

I’m sending this letter to let you know that we are working on the Core word “know” over the next week. 

The first book we will be reading is called Far Away . Your child will have this book at home this week and I hope you’ll 
have time to read it together . One strategy we use at school that you might find helpful at home, too is to do a “Picture 
Walk” through the pages . The idea of this activity is to create a rich language experience that feels important to your 
child and allows them to connect with the pictures in the book relative to things they already know .

As you open the pages of the book, just encourage them to “notice” things in the pictures . You might point something 
out, for example, “that silly bird is sitting on the fire hydrant!” or “look at that dog! He looks just like our dog!” You don’t 
have to expect your child to repeat you, or make contributions to this talk in the beginning . You are providing a model 
for them to do this as they develop literacy and language skills! As appropriate, encourage your child to find and read/
say the target word using their DynaVox Compass .

We have a few other home practice ideas planned for this week including the following:

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

Your child will have the chance to create a book at school using the target word “know” this week . Watch for that to 
come home, and provide your enthusiastic feedback and opportunity to read with your child!

Finally, you’ll find attached a list of Supplemental Activities that would be supportive of your child learning how to use 
the Core word “know” . The more you can practice at home, the better! I’m looking forward to hearing more about the 
fun you have working with this new word!

Sincerely,

Parent Letter

Core Word Unit – KNOW
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Day 1
Goal: Read the book Far Away.

Day 2
Goal: Read the book Far Away again.

Extended Version:

Instructor says:  It’s a new day and a new core word! Do you know what it is this time? I just gave you a hint! The word 

is know. Our new book is called Far Away. Let’s take a look in here and see what we notice. I’ll point to words as we go 

along.

Instructor says: I remember this book from yesterday. I think we liked it. You pointed out some interesting things. I am glad 

you took it home to read again last night. Let’s read it one more time today. This time we can use your device to say “know” 

whenever that word is in the print. Here we go!

Instructor says: What did you think? This book surprised me at the end. We found the word “know” quite a few times in that 

story. Let’s find it now in your device.

I’d like you to take this book home tonight and share with your family. Find out what they notice. Do you think they will notice 

the same things we did? Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “know” in the book. Then when you come 

back tomorrow you can tell me how it went and we can read it again.

Instructor says: Great! The word “know” was all over this book! I know that I liked that book! Let’s find the word “know” 

again. We can use your device to tell each other. Ready?

Instructor says: I know how you can practice using the word know tonight!. Why don’t you talk with your family or friends 

and make a big list of things you know about? Start every sentence with “I know” and you’ll get lots of practice.  I can’t wait 

to hear about some of the cool things you know. I bet some will surprise me. I’ll do that too and share some things you will be 

surprised to hear that I know!

TASK 2: Prepare student to take book home and share with family . 

TASK 2: Make a plan for student to use the word “know” at home by making a list about things they know . You can   
 explain this in the parent letter or in your own note home to help families support this task .

TASK 1: Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the   
 illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process .  
 You can read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

TASK 1: Both the student and instructor find the word (using device) and point it out throughout the book .

Core Word Unit – KNOW
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Day 3
Goal: Talk about using the word at home.

Instructor says: Did you use the word “know” and make a list of things you know? I can’t wait to hear some of the things you know. 

I told you I’d tell you some things I know, too. I know how to make a delicious apple pie. What do you know?

Note: If your student would struggle to reply to this open ended question, just adjust the script accordingly . You want to 
provide ample time to discuss the assignment but not get completely sidetracked from the lesson .

Instructor says: Fabulous! We’re going to read this new book called New Friend. The title of this story gives me a hint just as 

the book we did last week did.  I wonder how the book will use the word “know.” 

Instructor says: That was awesome. I love this book.  It sure reminds me about how many things you know. You should be so 

proud of yourself!  What a great way we found to use the word “know” on every page. Now let’s pack this up so you can read it at 

home tonight with your family!

Instructor says: Ok, get ready. Time for our book writing activity! We can use the list you did at home, or think about things 

at school that you know. Let’s find pictures and write a book about the things you know! There’s a lot of things so we have so 

many choices for this book! This will be fun.

TASK 2: Student writes their own “know” book using photos of themselves or others helping . You could include the   
 word help or helping as appropriate .

TASK 1: Read the book New Friend. Look for the word “know” in the book .

TASK 3: Have student plan to read the book at home this evening, or share with peers .

Core Word Unit – KNOW
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Day 4
Goal: Talk about reading student-created book at home.

Day 5
Goal: Talk about sharing book at home.

Instructor says: Glad to see you! I can’t wait to hear how it went at home last night. Did you family like the book?

Instructor says: How was your book time last night at home? I hope your family enjoyed it. You have become so good at finding 

“know” in the core and using it!

Instructor says:  I love the book and hoped we could do it again here today. It’s awesome and was fun to read! Let’s read it 

again now.

Instructor says: Let’s read that one just one more time, so we can both remember how it went. Or if you’d like, we can pick a 

different one. Which would you like?

Instructor says: What do you think? Did you like this one? Please take it home and share it with your family. You could always show 

them the one you wrote at school again, too!

Instructor says: Now that we’ve read a couple books using “know” and even written your own, let’s go pick one more that you’d 

like to read. We will explore it and read it just as we have with the others.

Instructor says: Nice choice! I’ll read this part and you read it when you see the word “know” in the book. What do you think? 

Let’s go!

TASK 2: Student chooses another “know” book from the library .

TASK 2: Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the Supplemental Activities .

TASK 3: Repeat directions from Day 1 to do picture walk and notice; use word in book .

TASK 1: Read the book again together .

TASK 1: Read book from Day 4 again .

TASK 4: Read book again at home .

If appropriate, assign a Supplemental Activity or Additional Extension Activity for practice at home .

Core Word Unit – KNOW
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Supplemental Activities

Additional Extension Activities

1. Use online resource or tape to play sounds. Have students name the sound they “know” that they hear.

Instructor says: I’m going to play some sounds on the computer. Close your eyes and listen. When you know what you hear, you 

can tell me “I know!” and then guess the sound. We will take turns playing.

2. Look for “know” in texts around the classroom and others available.

Instructor says: Even though they sound the same, you know now that the word “no” and the new core word “know” mean 

different things. Let’s go look at some of your books and find the word “know” on the pages.

3. Create a list of several questions using “know” to ask peers and adults (e.g., Do you know what the 

weather is like?”) Keep track of results.

Instructor says: This will be pretty fun! We talked a lot about things that you know, now let’s find out about what other people 

know! Let’s make a list of questions and then we can ask friends in the hall or on the playground. 

A list of supplemental activities is below . Use these in whichever order makes the most sense for you student .  Encourage these 
activities to be done at home, or even in other opportunities during the school day .

If an electronic pin board is available, make an “I know”, “I know how to”, “You know” board using appropriate search criteria 
section (e .g ., toys, music, cars, things for a party) .  If you make them for different people, compare them .  Discuss what you both 
know .

Books/Magazines/Word Activities:  

• Read a story and ask if they know what will happen next .  They should answer, “I know .”  and provide some information to 
indicate their prediction .

• Go through the alphabet making words that rhyme with “know”, decide whether they are real words or not (respond with 
“want” or “not”/head shake) .  Extend this activity by finding images for real words and make a “rhymes with know” board – 
blow, bow, dough, flow, glow, go, grow, hoe, joe, low, mow, no, owe, row, sew, show, slow, snow, so, stow, though, throw, 
toe, tow, whoa, yo .

• “Make a Sentence” (http://fun .familyeducation .com/imaginative-play/parts-of-speech/51205 .html?detoured=1) in which 
every player gets “know” as one of their words

 – Increase complexity by providing “know” or another previously targeted word for semantic contrast

• Silly fill-in-the-blank stories – Ask the child to fill in the blanks of a story entitled (e .g .,) “He Knows Poodles” or “The Know-
It-All” by pointing to random items around the room, in Word Lists, etc .  Read the story together with the child producing 
“know” throughout .

Math/Science

•  Tally and graph production of “know” for several people or in several activities and compare who said it more or when it 
was said more .

 – Compare these to graphs created for previously targeted words or know individual listen for more than one previously 
targeted word in the same situation .

•  Tally and graph the number of times “know” is spoken in several of the books available for this activity or those in your own 
library .

•  Opinion poll, e .g ., Who do you know better -  ___ or ___? . .  Individual tallies results and reports findings .

•  Do a science experiment and report what you learn – “I know ____ .”

Core Word Unit – KNOW
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Role Play

• Restaurant/Mealtime

 – As servers – asks “Do you know?”

 – As customer – answers “I know”, asks fellow diners – “Do you know?”

• Lost in the city/jungle/forest – “I know” how to get out

• Game show

 – Player – “I know” or “I do not know”

 – MC – “Do you know?”, “He/you knows/know .”

Real-Life Activities

• Answering questions during activities – “Today, I know ___ .”

• Ask if someone knows something,  e .g ., Do you know it?, Does he know it?

Core Word Unit – GOCore Word Unit – KNOW
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Instructor Note: You’ll notice that this lesson plan for the words a and the are combined into a 10 day plan, instead of 
being presented in individual 5 day plans . We’ve found these words are easier to teach relative to each other, so have 
created this plan to help support teaching the core words together . As always, feel free to adjust the plan in any way 
you need to make it most effective for your student .

Core Word Unit – A/THE

Day 1
1 . Read the book What a Duck! Discuss the word “a” 

in this book . .

2 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk”  
to notice things . Whatever they notice, we  
value . Instructor points out what they notice about 
the book .

3 . Prepare student to take book home and share with 
family .

Day 3
1 . Talk about how the word at home .

2 . Read the book Everybody Has a Name . Discuss 
the word “the” in this book .

3 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice 
things . Whatever they notice, we value! Instructor 
points out what they notice about the book . 

4 . Prepare student to take book home and share  
with family .

Day 5
1 . Talk about the practice at home using “the” and “a” .

2 . Select another book using “a” .

3 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice 
things . Whatever they notice, we value! Instructor 
points out what they notice about the book . 

4 . Both students and instructor find the word (using 
device) and point it out throughout the book . 

5 . Prepare student to take book home and share  
with family .

Day 6
1 . Talk about the book shared at home previous night .

2 . Select another book using “the” .

3 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice 
things . Whatever they notice, we value! Instructor 
points out what they notice about the book . 

4 . Both students and instructor find the word (using 
device) and point it out throughout the book . 

5 . Prepare student to take book home and share  
with family .

Day 4
1 . Read the book Everybody Has a Name again .

2 . Both students and instructor find the word (using 
device) and point it out throughout the book . 

3 . Make a plan for the student to use “the” at home 
with family or friends . You could suggest that 
student describes the items from the list they 
generated with “a” . For example, “I have a bed . The 
bed is comfortable .”

Day 2
1 . Read the book What a Duck! again .

2 . Both student and instructor find the word  
(using device) and point it out throughout book .

3 . Make a plan for the student to use “a” at home 
with family or friends . You could suggest that 
student makes a list of things in their room (e .g ., a 
bed, a dresser) .
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Supplemental Activities:
1 . Go Internet shopping . If the individual says, 

(e .g .) ”a shirt”, add any shirt to the cart . If he/
she says, “the shirt”, add the specific shirt they 
indicate . You don’t need to purchase anything . 

2 . Make an illustrated slide show or book of 
showing the difference between “a” (general) 
and “the” (specific) .

3 . Tally and graph the number of times “a” and/or 
“the” is spoken in several of the books available 
for this activity or those in your own library .

Additional Extension Activities

Day 7
1 . Discuss book that was shared at home previous 

evening .

2 . Student writes their own “a/the” book using 
photos or pictures . Text could highlight both 
words, for example, “This is a book . The book is 
red .” 

3 . Have student plan to read the book at home this 
evening, or share with peers .

Day 9
1 . Read book from Day 8 as well as the student-

created book again .

2 . Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the 
Supplemental Activities .

Day 8
1 . Talk about reading the student created book at 

home .

2 . Read the book again together .

3 . Student chooses another “a” book or “the” book 
from the library .

4 . Repeat directions from Day 1 to do a picture walk 
and notice; use word in book .

5 . Read book again at home .

Day 10
1 . Read book from Day 8 as well as the student-

created book again .

2 . Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the 
Supplemental Activities .

Core Word Unit – A/THE
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Dear Parents,

As you know, your child is learning how to use the Core on his/her DynaVox Compass . It’s an exciting time! Once they 
can use Core, the possibilities are endless for the things they will be able to say with their DynaVox Compass .Each 
word comes with a set of books and suggested lessons for both home and school .

I’m sending this letter to let you know that we are working on the Core word  “a” and “the” this week. 

The first book we will be reading is called What A Duck. Your child will have this book at home this week and I hope 
you’ll have time to read it together . One strategy we use at school that you might find helpful at home, too is to do a 
“Picture Walk” through the pages . The idea of this activity is to create a rich language experience that feels important 
to your child and allows them to connect with the pictures in the book relative to things they already know .  As you 
open the pages of the book, just encourage them to “notice” things in the pictures . You might point something out, for 
example, “that silly bird is sitting on the fire hydrant!” or “look at that dog! He looks just like our dog!” You don’t have to 
expect your child to repeat you, or make contributions to this talk in the beginning . You are providing a model for them 
to do this as they develop literacy and language skills!  As appropriate, encourage your child to find and read/say the 
target word using their DynaVox Compass .

We have a few other home practice ideas planned for this week including the following:

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

Your child will have the chance to create a book at school using the target words “a” and “the” over these next two 
weeks . Watch for that to come home, and provide your enthusiastic feedback and opportunity to read with your child!

Finally, you’ll find attached a list of Supplemental Activities that would be supportive of your child learning how to use 
the Core word “a” and “the” . The more you can practice at home, the better! I’m looking forward to hearing more about 
the fun you have working with this new word!

Sincerely,

Parent Letter

Core Word Unit – A/THE
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Day 1
Goal: Read the book What a Duck.

Day 2
Goal: Read the book What a Duck! again.

Extended Version:

Instructor says: Did you read this book at home last night? I hope so! Let’s read it again. This time we can use your device to say 

“a” whenever that word is in the print. Here we go!

Instructor says: What did you think? Cute story! We found the word “a” quite a few times in that story. Let’s find it now in  

your device.

I’d like you to take this book home tonight and share with your family. Find out what they notice. Do you think they will notice the 

same things we did? Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “a” in the book. Then when you come back tomorrow 

you can tell me how it went and we can read it again.

Instructor says: Nice work, detective! That little word “a” was all over this book! Let’s flip back through the book and decide which 

of these pictures we both really like. We can use your device to tell each other. Ready?

Instructor says: OK! Here’s your big chance to practice at home. You are going to make a list of things you have at home or that 

you see on your way there- things like “a mailbox,” or “a rug,” or “a television.” This is great chance to practice putting the word a 

before other words.

Instructor says: Do you want to guess the name of our book today? It’s called What A Duck! Do you know which word in that 

title is our new core word? It’s a. We are going to talk about a little teeny tiny word today, a. It’s only a letter! But it’s used with 

bigger words to communicate all the time. 

TASK 2: Prepare student to take book home and share with family . 

TASK 2: Make a plan for student to use the word “a” at home by making a list of things they have at home . Things like   
 “a refrigerator,” or “a rug .” 

TASK 1: Both student and instructor find the word (using device) and point it out throughout book .

Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the 
illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process . You can 
read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

Core Word Unit – A/THE

TASK 1:
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Day 3
Goal: Talk about using the word at home.

Instructor says: Did you use the word “a” to make a list of things you saw on the way home, or at home? I bet you made a big list!  

What did you see?

Note: If your student would struggle to reply to this open ended question, just adjust the script accordingly. You want to provide 

ample time to discuss the assignment but not get completely sidetracked from the lesson.

Instructor says: What did you think? I liked that story!  We found the word “the” quite a few times in that story. Let’s find it now in 

your device.

I’d like you to take this book home tonight and share with your family . Find out what they notice . Do you think they will notice 
the same things we did? Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “the” in the book . Then when you come 
back tomorrow you can tell me how it went and we can read it again .

Instructor says: Nice! We’re going to read this new book called Everybody Has a Name. We’ll look again in this book for the word 

“the.” Wait! Did you notice that? It’s a different word than we were talking about! This time we are going to talk about the word 

“the” and how it relates to the word “a”. Sometimes we say ‘a’ and sometimes we say ‘the’. The difference is we say “the” when 

are talking about something very specific. If we are talking about something less specific, we’d say ‘a’. So you could say “let’s get in 

a car” and that would mean any old car, but if I said “let’s get in the car” I’d be talking about a specific car.  Does that make sense? 

We will learn more as we go. Let’s start by reading this book.

TASK 1: 

TASK 2:    

Read the book Everybody Has a Name. Look for the word “a” in the book .

Prepare student to take the book home and share with family .  

Core Word Unit – A/THE

Day 4
Goal: Talk about reading student-created book at home.

Instructor says: Glad to see you! I can’t wait to hear how it went at home last night. Did you family like the book?

Instructor says: I love the book and hoped we could do it again here today. It’s awesome and was fun to read! Let’s read it 

again now. This time, let’s watch for the word “the” and we can point it out together.

Instructor says: Nice. Let’s practice at home again. You are going to make a list of things you have at home or that you see on 

your way there- but this time, very specific things. You could write down “the dog” or “the front door.” You don’t mean any dog, you 

mean your dog! If you really want to have a great practice you could write down things like “I have a bed. The bed is comfortable.” 

Try to use both that way!

TASK 2: Make a plan for student to use the word “the” at home by making a list of specific things at home .

TASK 1: Read the book again together .  
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Day 5
Pick a new book.

Day 6
Pick a new book.

Instructor says: How was your book time last night at home? I hope your family enjoyed it. You have become so good at finding 

“help” in the core and using it!

Instructor says: Remember the book we read yesterday? Did you read it at home last night?

Instructor says: Let’s pick another book using “a” from our library.  You pick a book, and I’ll read the book. Get it?

Instructor says: Let’s pick another book using “the” from our library. You pick a book, and I’ll read the book. Get it?

Instructor says: Alright, let’s be on the look out for the word a. You tell me when you see it. We’ll use your device to say it.

Instructor says: Alright, let’s be on the look out for the word the. You tell me when you see it. We’ll use your device to say it.

Instructor says: What did you think? Nice story!  We found the word “a” quite a few times in that story. I’d like you to take this 

book home tonight and share with your family. Find out what they notice. Do you think they will notice the same things we did? 

Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “a” in the book. Then when you come back tomorrow you can tell me how 

it went and we can read it again.

Instructor says: What did you think? Nice story!  We found the word “the” quite a few times in that story. I’d like you to take this 

book home tonight and share with your family. Find out what they notice. Do you think they will notice the same things we did? 

Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “the” in the book. Then when you come back tomorrow you can tell me 

how it went and we can read it again.

Instructor says: Let’s do our picture walk through this new book you’ve picked. 

Instructor says: Let’s do our picture walk through this new book you’ve picked. 

TASK 2: Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the   
 illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process .  
 You can read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

TASK 2: Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the   
 illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process .  
 You can read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

TASK 1: Read another book using “a” in the library .

TASK 1: Read another book using “the” in the library .

TASK 3: Find the word throughout the book and use it on device .

TASK 3: Find the word throughout the book and use it on device .

TASK 4: Prepare student to take the book home and share with family .

TASK 4: Prepare student to take the book home and share with family .

Core Word Unit – A/THE
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Day 7
Talk about reading the book at home.

Day 8
Review student written book, practice a new book.

Instructor says: Great! Did you read the book at home last night? Hope you had fun sharing it.

Note: If your student would struggle to reply to this open ended question, just adjust the script accordingly. You want to provide 

ample time to discuss the assignment but not get completely sidetracked from the lesson.

Instructor says: How was your book time last night at home? Did your family like seeing what you wrote? Just think- you’ve written 

so many amazing books now. You are really working hard and learning how to use your core words. It’s incredible.

Instructor says: You ready for this? It’s our first time writing a book using two words at once! We are going to write something 

using both a and the. We can find photos online or use yours. A page in the book might say something like “This is a book.” 

“The book is red.” 

Instructor says: Let’s pick another book using “a” or “the” from our library.  You pick a book, and I’ll read the book. Get it?

Instructor says: Alright, let’s be on the look out for the word a (or the as appropriate). You tell me when you see it. We’ll use your 

device to say it.

Instructor says: That was fun and you worked really hard. I like the book!  What a great way we found to use the word “a” and 

“the” on every page. Now let’s pack this up so you can read it at home tonight with your family!

Instructor says: What did you think? I liked that one too. Which of all the books that we’ve read for “a” and “the” did you like best? 

What about least? Why don’t you share this one at home again tonight. You can also review your book that you wrote if you’d like. 

It’s really something special.

Instructor says: Let’s do our picture walk through this new book you’ve picked. 

TASK 2: Go hrough the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the   
 illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process . You   
 can read more about this strategy in our FAQ section

TASK 1: Student writes their own “a/the” book using photos of their own, or found online .

TASK 1: Read another book using “a” or “the” in the library .

TASK 3: Find the word throughout the book and use it on device .

TASK 2: Have student plan to read the book at home this evening, or share with peers .

TASK 4: Prepare student to take the book home and share with family .

Core Word Unit – A/THE
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Day 9
Book review; Supplemental Activities

Day 10
Repeat the reading from Day 9, and then chose a different Supplemental Activity.

Instructor says: Let’s review that book you took home last night. Let’s practice again finding those words. 

Instructor says: OK! That was good. Let’s read this one that you wrote again, too. This will be the last time we read this one this 

week.

Instructor says: Let’s review your favorite book for both ‘a’ and ‘the’. Let’s practice again finding those words. 

Instructor says: OK! That was great. Let’s read this one that you wrote again, too. You did such a nice job. I’d love to hear it again.

Instructor choice of one of the 3 activities listed below (and instructor script provided there).

Instructor choice of one of the 3 activities listed below (and instructor script provided there).

TASK 1: Review the book from library .

TASK 2: Read the student generated book again .

TASK 1: Review the book from library .

TASK 2: Read the student generated book again .

TASK 3: Supplemental Activity

TASK 3: Supplemental Activity

Core Word Unit – A/THE
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Supplemental Activities

Additional Extension Activities

Card/Board Games

• Go Fish –

 – Typical play -  “Do you have a ___?”, “I have a ___ .”

 – Modify play so that the individual needs to ask for a specific card, “Do you have the (e .g .) five of clubs?”

• Memory Game – “I/you have the ___ and the ___ .”, “I want the ___ .”

Paper-based or BMS, Word, PowerPoint Activities

• Animals I Want – “a dog” (images of many different dogs) versus “the dog” (image of one dog)

• Toys I’d Like to Have - “a purple bike” (images of many) versus “the purple bike” (image of one)

• What I Saw on Vacation – “a fish” (images of many fish from the Internet) versus “the fish” (personal photo)

Books/Magazines/Word Activities

• Look for “a” and “the” in texts around the classroom and others available

• Go through the alphabet making words that rhyme with “a” and “the”, decide whether they are real words or not (respond 
with “want” or “not”/head shake) .  Extend this activity by finding images for real words and make a “rhymes with a/the” 
board .

 – a (uh) – duh, huh, the

 – a (A) – bay, clay, day, gay, gray, hay, hey, jay, kay, lay, may, neigh, play, pray, ray, say, sleigh, spray, stay, they, tray, 
way, weigh, yea

 – the (thuh) – a, huh, duh

Core Word Unit – A/THE

1. Go Internet shopping.  If the individual says, (e.g.) ”a shirt”, add any shirt to the cart.  If he/she says, “the 

shirt”, add the specific shirt they indicate.  You don’t need to purchase anything. 

Instructor says: This will be fun. Do you like to shop? Let’s go and pretend to buy some things. We can put them in the cart 
but not really purchase them. If you tell me “a book” I’ll put any book I like in the cart. If you say “the book” we’ll find something 
specific. Does that make sense? We can try a few together.

2. Make an illustrated slide show or book of showing the difference between “a” (general) and “the” (specific).

Instructor says: Let’s make a slide show just like the book we wrote using both ‘a’ and ‘the’ a few days ago. We can find new 

photos online and create a little show. If you’d like we can show your teacher or friends later!

3. Tally and graph the number of times “a” and/or “the” is spoken in several of the books available for this 

activity or those in your own library.

Instructor says: Let’s make a chart to keep track of how many times “a” or “the” are in each of these books. Let’s make a 

prediction. Which book has the most? What about the least? Let’s check them out together.

A list of supplemental activities is below . Use these in whichever order makes the most sense for you student .  Encourage these activities 
to be done at home, or even in other opportunities during the school day .
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• “Make a Sentence” (http://fun .familyeducation .com/imaginative-play/parts-of-speech/51205 .html?detoured=1) in which every 
player gets “a” and/or “the” as one of their words

 – Increase complexity by providing previously targeted words as well

•  Silly fill-in-the-blank of stories/poem/quotes – Ask the individual to fill in the blanks following “a” and/or “the” .  Read it with 
the individual producing “a” and “the” throughout . Consider using portions of the literature being used in the classroom at the 
time .  If so, contrast the original with the student’s version .

Math

• Tally and graph production of “a” and/or “the” for several people or in several activities and compare who said it more or when 
it was said more .

• Compare these to graphs created for previously targeted words or help individual listen for more than one previously targeted 
word in the same situation

Role Play

• Directions/treasure hunt – If the individual says, (e .g .,) “I’m looking for a tree .”, provide broad directions that will tend to 
mislead .  If he/she says, “I’m looking for the tree .”, provide accurate directions .  The specificity you require from the student will 
vary based on their language skills (e .g ., the tree, the big tree, the pine tree, etc .) .

• Associate in a store/server at a restaurant – “Do you want a shirt/dessert?” versus “Do you want the red shirt/cake?”

• Eating out/shopping – “I want a ___” versus “I want the ___”

Real-Life Activities

• Reading

 – On finishing reading, say, “a end” instead of “the end”, so that the student can correct you .

 – Substitute “a” for “the” when reading so that the individual can correct you .

• Requesting – If the individual says, “a ___”, purposefully misunderstand and give him/her any of the items that fit the 
description so that he/she will produce, “the ___ .”

• Conversation – use “a” and “the” correctly when describing, relating news, etc .

Core Word Unit – A/THE
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Instructor Note: You’ll notice that this lesson plan for the words this and that are combined into a 10 day plan, instead 
of being presented in individual 5 day plans . We’ve found these words are easier to teach relative to each other, so 
have created this plan to help support teaching the core words together . As always, feel free to adjust the plan in any 
way you need to make it most effective for your student .

Core Word Unit – This/That

Day 1
1 . Read the book At The Zoo. Discuss the word 

“this” in this book .

2 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk”  
to notice things . Whatever they notice, we  
value .  Instructor points out what they notice 
about the book .

3 . Prepare student to take book home and share 
with family .

Day 3
1 . Talk about how the word at home .

2 . Read the book Shopping . Discuss 
the word “that” in this book .

3 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice 
things . Whatever they notice, we value! 

Instructor points out what they notice about the book . 

4 . Have student plan to read book at home with family .

Day 5
1 . Talk about the practice at home using “this” and 

“that” .

2 . Select another book using “this” .

3 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to 
 notice things . Whatever they notice, we value!  

Instructor points out what they notice about the book .

4 . Both students and instructor find the word (using 
device) and point it out throughout the book . 

5 . Prepare student to take book home and share  
with family .

Day 6
1 . Talk about the book shared at home previous night .

2 . Select another book using “that” .

3 . Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice 
things . Whatever they notice, we value! Instructor 
points out what they notice about the book . 

Instructor points out what they notice about the book .

4 . Both students and instructor find the word (using 
device) and point it out throughout the book . 

5 . Prepare student to take book home and share  
with family .

Day 4
1 . Read the book Shopping again .

2 . Both students and instructor find the word (using 
device) and point it out throughout the book . 

3 . Make plan for the student to use “that” at home 
with family or friends . You could suggest that 
student points out specific things they like in a 
catalog or online (“I like that one”) .

Day 2
1 . Read the book At The Zoo again .

2 . Both student and instructor find the word  
(using device) and point it out throughout book .

3 . Make a plan for the student to use “this” at home 
with family or friends . Suggest they use it when 
making choices “I want this one!”
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Supplemental Activities:
1 . Look for “this” and “that” in texts around the 

classroom and others available

2 . Role Play: Eating out/shopping – “I want this .” 
(indicating something near) versus “I want that .” 
(indicating something far)

3 . Tally and graph production of “this” and/or “that” 
for several people or in several activities and 
compare who said it more or when it was said 
more .

Additional Extension Activities

Day 7
1 . Discuss book that was shared at home previous 

evening .

2 . Student writes their own “this/that” book using 
photos or pictures . 

3 . Have student plan to read the book at home this 
evening, or share with peers .

Day 9
1 . Read book from Day 8 as well as the student-

created book again .

2 . Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the 
Supplemental Activities .

Day 8
1 . Talk about reading the student created book at 

home .

2 . Read the book again together .

3 . Student chooses another “this” book or “that” 
book from the library .

4 . Repeat directions from Day 1 to do a picture walk 
and notice; use word in book .

5 . Read book again at home .

Day 10
1 . Read book from Day 8 as well as the student-

created book again .

2 . Follow up with instructor selecting 2 of the 
Supplemental Activities .

Core Word Unit – THIS/THAT
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Dear Parents,

As you know, your child is learning how to use the Core on his/her DynaVox Compass . It’s an exciting time! Once they 
can use Core, the possibilities are endless for the things they will be able to say with their DynaVox Compass . The 
Core is set up with a first set of 12 words that have lessons for introduction . Each word comes with a set of books and 
suggested lessons for both home and school .

I’m sending this letter to let you know that we are working on the Core word “this” and “that” this week. 

The first book we will be reading is called At the Zoo . Your child will have this book at home this week and I hope you’ll 
have time to read it together . One strategy we use at school that you might find helpful at home, too is to do a “Picture 
Walk” through the pages . The idea of this activity is to create a rich language experience that feels important to your 
child and allows them to connect with the pictures in the book relative to things they already know . As you open the 
pages of the book, just encourage them to “notice” things in the pictures . You might point something out, for example, 
“that silly bird is sitting on the fire hydrant!” or “look at that dog! He looks just like our dog!” You don’t have to expect 
your child to repeat you, or make contributions to this talk in the beginning . You are providing a model for them to do 
this as they develop literacy and language skills!  As appropriate, encourage your child to find and read/say the target 
word using their DynaVox Compass .

We have a few other home practice ideas planned for this week including the following:

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

Your child will have the chance to create a book at school using the target word “this” and “that” this week . Watch for 
that to come home, and provide your enthusiastic feedback and opportunity to read with your child!

Finally, you’ll find attached a list of Supplemental Activities that would be supportive of your child learning how to use 
the Core words “this” and “that” . The more you can practice at home, the better! I’m looking forward to hearing more 
about the fun you have working with this new word!

Sincerely,

Parent Letter

Core Word Unit – THIS/THAT
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Day 1
Goal: Read the book At The Zoo.

Day 2
Goal: Read the book At The Zoo again.

Extended Version:

Instructor says: Did you read this book at home last night? I hope so! Let’s read it again. This time we can use your device to say 

“a” whenever that word is in the print. Here we go!

Instructor says: What did you think? Nice story! We found the word “this” quite a few times in that story. Let’s find it now in your 

device.

I’d like you to take this book home tonight and share with your family. Find out what they notice. Do you think they will notice the 

same things we did? Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “this” in the book. Then when you come back tomorrow 

you can tell me how it went and we can read it again.

Instructor says: Nice work, detective! That little word “a” was all over this book! Let’s flip back through the book and decide which 

of these pictures we both really like. We can use your device to tell each other. Ready?

Instructor says: OK! Here’s your big chance to practice at home. Think about saying “I want this one” about the specific things 

you want. This is great chance to practice putting the word this before other words.

Instructor says: Ready for a new book? It’s called At The Zoo! Do you know which word in that title is our new core word? It’s this. 

Let’s learn more about how to use it.

TASK 2: Prepare student to take book home and share with family . 

TASK 2: Make a plan for student to use the word “this” at home by making a list of things they would like (e .g .,  
 “I want this one”) . 

TASK 1: Both student and instructor find the word (using device) and point it out throughout book .

Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the 
illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process . You can 
read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

TASK 1:

Core Word Unit – THIS/THAT
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Day 3
Goal: Talk about using the word at home.

Instructor says: Did you use the word “this” a lot last night? Could you give me an example?

Note: If your student would struggle to reply to this open ended question, just adjust the script accordingly. You want to provide 

ample time to discuss the assignment but not get completely sidetracked from the lesson.

Instructor says: What did you think? I liked that story! We found the word “that” quite a few times in that story. Let’s find it now in 

your device.

I’d like you to take this book home tonight and share with your family . Find out what they notice . Do you think they will notice 
the same things we did? Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “that” in the book . Then when you come 
back tomorrow you can tell me how it went and we can read it again .

Instructor says: Nice! We’re going to read this new book called Shopping. We’ll look again in this book for the word “that.” Wait! 

Did you notice that? It’s a different word than we were talking about! This time we are going to talk about the word “that” and how 

it relates to the word “this”. Sometimes we say ‘this’ and sometimes we say ‘that’. The difference is we say “this” when are talking 

about something very close. If we are talking about something over there, we’d say ‘that’. Does that make sense? We will learn 

more as we go. Let’s start by reading this book.

TASK 1: 

TASK 2:    

Read the book Shopping Look for the word “that” in the book .

Prepare student to take the book home and share with family .  

Day 4
Goal: Talk about reading Shopping at home. 

Instructor says: Glad to see you! I can’t wait to hear how it went at home last night. Did you family like the book?

Instructor says: I love the book and hoped we could do it again here today. It’s awesome and was fun to read! Let’s read it 

again now. This time, let’s watch for the word “that” and we can point it out together.

Instructor says: Nice. Let’s practice at home again. You are going to make a list of things you would like at home either looking 

online, in a catalog or book, or even talking about things at meal time. Just say, “I want that one!”

TASK 2: Make a plan for student to use the word “that” at home by making a list of specific things at home .

TASK 1: Read the book again together .  

Core Word Unit – THIS/THAT
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Day 5
Pick a new book.

Day 6
Pick a new book.

Instructor says: How was your book time last night at home? I hope your family enjoyed it. You have become so good at finding 

“help” in the core and using it!

Instructor says: Remember the book we read yesterday? Did you read it at home last night?

Instructor says: Let’s pick another book using “this” from our library. You pick a book, and I’ll read the book. Get it?

Instructor says: Let’s pick another book using “that” from our library. You pick a book, and I’ll read the book. Get it?

Instructor says: Alright, let’s be on the look out for the word that. You tell me when you see it. We’ll use your device to say it.

Instructor says: Alright, let’s be on the look out for the word the. You tell me when you see it. We’ll use your device to say it.

Instructor says: What did you think? Nice story! We found the word “this” quite a few times in that story. I’d like you to take this 

book home tonight and share with your family. Find out what they notice. Do you think they will notice the same things we did? 

Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “this” in the book. Then when you come back tomorrow you can tell me 

how it went and we can read it again.

Instructor says: What did you think? Nice story!  We found the word “that” quite a few times in that story. I’d like you to take this 

book home tonight and share with your family. Find out what they notice. Do you think they will notice the same things we did? 

Make sure you point out all the places you see the word “that” in the book. Then when you come back tomorrow you can tell me 

how it went and we can read it again.

Instructor says: Let’s do our picture walk through this new book you’ve picked. 

Instructor says: Let’s do our picture walk through this new book you’ve picked. 

TASK 2: Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the   
 illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process .  
 You can read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

TASK 2: Go through the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the   
 illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process .  
 You can read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

TASK 1: Read another book using “this” in the library .

TASK 1: Read another book using “that” in the library .

TASK 3: Find the word throughout the book and use it on device .

TASK 3: Find the word throughout the book and use it on device .

TASK 4: Prepare student to take the book home and share with family .

TASK 4: Prepare student to take the book home and share with family .

Core Word Unit – THIS/THAT
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Day 7
Talk about reading the book at home.

Day 8
Review student written book, practice a new book.

Instructor says: Great! Did you read the book at home last night? Hope you had fun sharing it.

Note: If your student would struggle to reply to this open ended question, just adjust the script accordingly. You want  

to provide ample time to discuss the assignment but not get completely sidetracked from the lesson.

Instructor says: How was your book time last night at home? Did your family like seeing what you wrote? Just think - you’ve written 

so many amazing books now. You are really working hard and learning how to use your core words. It’s incredible.

Instructor says: Just like we did one other time, we are going to write a book using two words again. This time it’s this and 

that!  We can find photos online or use yours. A page in the book might say something like “this is my dog,” and “that is a cat.” 

Instructor says: Let’s pick another book using “this” or “that” from our library. You pick a book, and I’ll read the book. Get it?

Instructor says: Alright, let’s be on the look out for the word a (or the as appropriate). You tell me when you see it. We’ll use your 

device to say it.

Instructor says: That was fun and you worked really hard. I like the book!  What a great way we found to use the word “this” and 

“that” on every page. Now let’s pack this up so you can read it at home tonight with your family!

Instructor says: What did you think?  I liked that one too. Which of all the books that we’ve read for “this” and “that” did you like 

best? What about least? Why don’t you share this one at home again tonight. You can also review your book that you wrote if 

you’d like. It’s really something special.

Instructor says: Let’s do our picture walk through this new book you’ve picked. 

TASK 2: Go hrough the book doing a “picture walk” to notice things . Point out what your student notices about the   
 illustrations and expand on it . You can make lots of comments before even starting the reading process . You   
 can read more about this strategy in our FAQ section .

TASK 1: Student writes their own “this/that”  book using photos of their own, or found online .

TASK 1: Read another book book using “this” or “that” in the library .

TASK 3: Find the word throughout the book and use it on device .

TASK 2: Have student plan to read the book at home this evening, or share with peers .

TASK 4: Prepare student to take the book home and share with family .

Core Word Unit – THIS/THAT
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Day 9
Book review; Supplemental Activities

Day 10
Repeat the reading from Day 9, and then chose a different Supplemental Activity.

Instructor says: Let’s review that book you took home last night. Let’s practice again finding those words. 

Instructor says: OK! That was good. Let’s read this one that you wrote again, too. This will be the last time we read this one this 

week.

Instructor says: Let’s review your favorite book for both ‘this’ and ‘that’. Let’s practice again finding those words. 

Instructor says: OK! That was great. Let’s read this one that you wrote again, too. You did such a nice job. I’d love to hear it again.

Instructor choice of one of the 3 activities listed below (and instructor script provided there) .

Instructor choice of one of the 3 activities listed below (and instructor script provided there) .

TASK 1: Review the book from library .

TASK 2: Read the student generated book again .

TASK 1: Review the book from library .

TASK 2: Read the student generated book again .

TASK 3: Supplemental Activity

TASK 3: Supplemental Activity

Core Word Unit – THIS/THAT



 

www.tobiidynavox.com

52

Supplemental Activities

Additional Extension Activities

Card/Board Games

• Have the individual announce his/her own cards or moves (This is a ___ .) and those of others (That is a ___ .)

• Comment on one’s own moves (e .g ., This is bad .) or those of others (e .g ., That is great .)

• Establish that only one person (the host) can touch cards or game pieces .  Place needed some needed items (game 
pieces, cards, etc .) near the individual and host (I want this ., Do you want this?) and some out of reach (I want that ., Do you 
want that?) .

Active/Interactive Games

• Guesses (That is ___ .)

 – Treasure Hunt

• Indicate location of the item from afar (That is it .)

•  Indicate location of the item when touching it or in showing it to the teacher (This is it .)

 – Grab Bag

• Names what he/she grabbed (This is a/the  ___ .)

• Describes what he/she grabbed without showing others  (This is ___ .)

• Guess what others are describing (That is a/the ___ .)

 – Races of various kinds – set the beginning (This .) and end point (That .) paired with pointing

Internet-based Activities

• Image search for target word(s)

• Listen to songs, poems or watch videos, have the child say “this” or “that” when it is produced

• If an electronic pin board is available, make a “This is what I ___” board and a “That is what you ___” board (e .g ., want, 
have, know, like, look like, did)

• Go Internet shopping .  “That is what I want .”

1. Look for “this” and “that” in texts around the classroom and others available

Instructor says: The words “this” and “that” are used so often in writing. I bet we seem them everyday! Let’s go through your 

science book (or other) and find the words. We can use your device to point it out when we see them!

2. Role Play: Eating out/shopping – “I want this.” (indicating something near) versus “I want that.”  
(indicating something far)

Instructor says: Let’s play a little game pretending to be shopping, or eating out a restaurant. I’ll point to some things you might 

want and you could say either “I want this” if it’s so close you can touch it, or “I want that” if it’s farther away.

3. Tally and graph production of “this” and/or “that” for several people or in several activities and compare who 

said it more or when it was said more. (Could be done viewing a favorite program, too).

Instructor says: Now let’s keep track of how many times we hear “this” or “that” as we play this game. We can keep track right 

here. Do you think we will say “this” or “that” more?

A list of supplemental activities is below . Use these in whichever order makes the most sense for you student .  Encourage these activities 
to be done at home, or even in other opportunities during the school day .

Core Word Unit – THIS/THAT



Books/Magazines/Word Activities

• Go through the alphabet making words that rhyme with “this” and “that”, decide whether they are real words or not 
(respond with “want” or “not”/head shake) .  Extend this activity by finding images for real words and make a “rhymes with a/
the” board .

 – this – bliss, chris, hiss, kiss, miss, sis, dismiss

 – that – at, bat, brat, cat, chat, fat, flat, gnat, hat, mat, pat, rat, sat, vat

 – the (thuh) – a, huh, duh

• “Make a Sentence” (http://fun .familyeducation .com/imaginative-play/parts-of-speech/51205 .html?detoured=1) in which 
every player gets “this” and/or “that” as one of their words

 – Increase complexity by providing previously targeted words as well

• Silly fill-in-the-blank of stories/poem/quotes – Ask the individual to fill in the blanks following “this” and/or “that” . Read 
it with the individual producing “this” and “that” throughout . Consider using portions of the literature being used in the 
classroom at the time .  If so, contrast the original with the student’s version .

Math

• Compare these to graphs created for previously targeted words or help individual listen for more than one previously 
targeted word in the same situation

• Tally and graph the number of times “this” and/or “that” is spoken in several of the books available for this activity or those in 
your own library .

Role Play

• Directions/treasure hunt – Individual announces what he/she is looking for by pointing to an object in the distance (e .g ., I’m 
looking for that tree .) . Individual announces what he/she is looking for and when he/she finds it, (e .g ., I’m looking for this 
tree . This is the tree .)

• Associate in a store/server at a restaurant – “Do you want this (showing something nearby?” versus “Do you want that 
(offering another option or something farther away)?”

Real-Life Activities

• Science experiment

 – Predict outcome with teacher holding objects (e .g ., That will float .  That will sink)

 – State outcome with individual holding objects or object nearby (e .g ., This floated .  This sank .)

• Requesting – If the individual says, the wrong word, purposefully misunderstand .

• Conversation – use “this” and “that” correctly correctly when describing, relating news, etc .

Core Word Unit – THIS/THAT
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