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Bethany Diener, Speech-Language Pathologist
Sara Nilsson, Assistive Technology Specialist

Identifying Potential Access Methods for AAC: A 
Systematic Approach

Definition of Access Method

“…how a person makes selections on a piece of equipment like a 
computer, tablet or a communication device.”

Hints

Positioning
• Throughout the day
• Quality

• Vision

• Fatigue

• Learning load

• Accuracy

• Efficiency

• Endurance

IMPACTS

Key Thoughts

Many people need more than one access method!

• Various positions during the day

• One for now and one for later

Best access is:

• Accurate

• Efficient

• Effective

• Offers the most options!

Frequent Approach to Access Identification
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Systematic Approach to Access Identification 

Free from Tobii Dynavox

Identify potential access methods

• During AAC evaluations

• Apply to low or high tech AAC

• In about 15 minutes

Created in cooperation with Christine 
Jasch, Occupational Therapist with 
specializing in access.

Use of Access Screening Tool

Most applicable for:

• Less experienced team members

• Facilitating consensus

• Making evaluation process transparent

Importance of Team Involvement

• Knowledge

• Experience

• Perspective

Process

1. Activity
• Direct
• Play

2. Observe

3. Decide

7 8

9 10

11 12



2019-04-01

3

Continue with Remaining Access Methods

Try Access Methods with Appropriate AAC

Based on need and skills in:

• Ambulation

• Sensory

• Engagement

• Literacy

• Growth

• Etc.

Systematic Approach to Access Identification 

• Identify potential access methods 
initially

• Assess possible new options

• Use for any AAC

• Encourage team involvement

Hit the target! 

Resources

• Access Screening Tool -
https://www.tobiidynavox.com/products/mytobiidynavox-
overview/tobii-dynavox-for-professionals/resources-for-
professionals/

• Access Videos
• English - https://vimeo.com/album/3235930
• Swedish - https://vimeo.com/album/3350323
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